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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, on of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Deception of 
Sinless Perfection 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“Tf we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 


the truth is not in us. 


Every Christian has his sin 
problem. The new convert may 
believe that Satan is defeated once 
for all and will never be able to 
deceive or mislead him any more. 
But, alas! it will not be many 
days until the young Christian 
will find to-his sorrow that he is 
not done with the Devil. I feel 
sure that a lost man cannot realize 
the power, the subtlety and the 
deceptive, alluring wisdom of 
Satan like a child of God who 
earnestly tries to live a clean, 
pure life wholly surrendered to 
the will of God. The new convert 
will find that not only does Satan 
still go about like a roaring lion 
seeking whom he may devour, but 
that he has a traitor within his 
own breast, his own sinful nature 
that sides in with Satan and gives 
way to sin. Every child of God 
has his sin problem. 

I know that all the sins of a 
Christian were paid for on the 
cross so that the child of God 
cannot enter into condemnation 
as a lost sinner. I know and praise 
God that the blood of Jesus Christ 
has forever settled the destiny 
of my soul. I came to Jesus and 
He will never cast me out. No 
one can take me out of the hands 
of Christ or out of the hands of 
Hiis Father and my Father. I 
shall not come to judgment be- 
cause all my sins were laid on Je- 
sus and Jesus died for me, paying 
every debt. 


How can I cease to love Him 
and praise Him for saving a sinner 
like me, saving me for good so 
that my poor soul will never be 
in jeopardy of the torment that 
awaits the Christ-rejecting sinner! 
In one sense the Lord Jesus has 
settled the sin question in that 
He has bought my soul and re- 
deemed me unto Himself. Even my 
body has been paid for and will be 
delivered at the resurrection. It 
is a blessed teaching of God's 
Word that as far as the eternal 
destiny of the Christian’s soul is 
concerned, his sins are not even 
charged up to him, but are 
charged on Christ’s account, and 
the whole account was paid for 
with the infinite sufferings of 
Christ. “Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the 
man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin.” 

When I discuss the sin problem 
of Christians, I certainly do not 
mean that a Christian is likely to 
be lost. The salvation of a soul 
settled wholly on the merits of the 
blood of Jesus Christ shed for 
sinners and every poor sinner who 
trusts in the Saviour is then saved 
eternally and the sin question is 
settled forever, as far as salva- 
tion is concerned. Let it be the 
constant rejoicing of our hearts 
that our sins are covered by the 
b'ood of Jesus Christ and that in 
His dear name we have peace 
with God and are sanctified and 
have access to the Father. 

Yot Christians do sin, and sin 
brings heartache and _ trouble. 
Though sin cannot lose the Chris- 
tian his soul, it may lose him his 
influence, ruin his _ testimony, 
curse his family, may take away 
the assurance of his salvation, 
may b'‘ock the answers to his 
prayers and is certain to bring 
heartache and unhappiness. Sin 
the Christian does, and sin brings 
trouble. So every Christian has 
his sin problem. 


”__T John 1:8. 


Bible Christians Were 
Not Sinless 


I have heard people say that 
if one were a Christian he would 
not sin, but that is not true. The 
only Christians in this world are 
sinning Christians. In pioneer 
days there was a saying, “The only 
good Indians are dead Indians.” 
That was no more true about the 
Indians than about the “Pale 
Faces.” The only sinless Christians 
are those who have already gone 
to be with the Lord. 

A consideration of the lives of 
the best men and women of. the 
Bible shows that they were |§sin- 
ners. When you consider Abraham, 
Moses, David, John the Baptist, 
Peter and Paul, who were almost 
certainly the greatest men of the 
Bible, we find that each one of 
them sinned. 

Abraham lied about his wife and 


(Continued on page 11) 


/A Quest for Souls 


By the late George W. Truett, D.D. 
Late Pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas 


Text: “And he brought him to Jesus.”—John 1:42. 


The bringing of a soul to Jesus 
is the highest achievement pos- 
sible to a human life. 

Some one asked Lyman Beecher, 
probably the greatest of all the 
Beechers: “Mr. Beecher, you know 
a great many things. What do you 
count the greatest thing that a 
human being can bé or do?” 

Without any hesitation § the 
famous pulpiteer replied, “The 
greatest thing is, not that one 
shall be a scientist, important as 
that is; nor that one shall be a 
statesman, vastly important as 
that is; or even that one shall be 
a theologian, immeasurably im- 
portant as that is; 
est thing of all is for one human 
being to bring another to Christ 
Jesus the Saviour.” 

Surely he spoke wisely and well. 
The supreme ambition for every 
church and for every individual 
Christian should be to bring some- 
body to Christ. The supreme meth- 
od for bringing people to Christ 
is indicated here in the story of 
Andrew, who brought his brother 


Unsaved Man, Answer 


Sunday November 13, 1960. 


—Luke 17:5. 


The entire Bible is about God. 
This is God’s book, It reveals God's 
thoughts, God’s love, God’s inten- 
tions, and God’s will. 

The Bible tells us that God never 
lies. 

“In hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised be- 
fore the world began’’—Titus 1:2. 

The Bible speaks of the laughter 
of God. 

“He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision’’—Ps. 2:4. 

The Word of God tells us about 
the tears of Jesus. When our Sav- 
iour came to the household of 
Mary and Martha, we read these 
significant words: 

“Jesus wept”’—John 11:35. 

He shed tears of sympathy for 
others. 

The concern of God for men is 
given to us in both the Old and 


Dr. Lee Roberson 


Is God Joking?” 


By Dr. Lee Roberson 
Pastor Highland Park Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Broadcast on nation-wide broadcast “Church of the Air” 


“And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.” 


, 32,000 promises. 


the New Testaments. In the Old 
Testament we find the Heavenly 
Father watching after men and 
seeking to draw them unto Him- 
self. In the New Testament we 
face the compassion of our blessed 
Lord. 

“When he saw the multitudes, 
he was moved with compassion 
on them, because they fainted, and 
were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd’’—Matt. 9:36. 

We could go on and speak of 
other characteristics of God, but 
I believe that this is enough. There 
is one thing that God does not do 
—He does not joke. He plays no 
tricks upon men. When you pick 
up this Bible and begin to read it, 
you are confronted with pages giv- 
ing the actions of God and the 
promises of God. Every word is 
true. 


I. God Does Not Joke 
About Prayer 

The Word plainly says: 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you: For 
every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened’’—Matt. 7:7, 8. 

It is our business to believe 
what God has said about this vital 
matter. 

God gives the prayer promises 
unto us. The Bible contains some 
Many of them 
are on the subject of praver. It is 
ours to believe this word and to 
do what our Saviour says. We can 
rest wholly and completely upon 
His promises. 

The Hanson bridge near Twin 
Falls, Idaho, has a single great 
section that is suspended over an 


(Continued on page 9) 


but the great-’ 


Simon to Jesus. The supreme 
method for winning the world to 
Christ is the personal method, the 
bringing of people to Christ one 
by one. That is Christ’s plan. 
When you turn to the holy Scrip- 
tures, they are as clear as light 
that God expects every friend He 
has to go out and see if he can- 
not win other friends to the same 
great side and service of Jesus. 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me,” 
said Jesus, “both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth.” The early church went 
out and in one short generation 
shook the Roman Empire to its 
very foundation. It was a pagan, 
selfish, sodden, rotten empire, and 
yet in one short generation that 
early church had shaken that Ro- 
man Empire from center to cir- 
cumference, and kindled a gospel 
light in every part of the vast 
domain. And they did it by the 
personal method. The men and 


\his waiting auditors, 


the women and the children who) 


loved Christ went out everywhere 
and talked for Christ in the hear- 
ing of those who knew Him not, 
and the hearers became interested, 
and followed on, and found out 
for themselves the saving truth 
that there is in Christ’s Gospel. 

Every Christian, no matter how 
humble, can win somebody else 
to Christ. You would not challenge 
that, would you? Let me say it 
again. Every Christian, 
humble, can win somebody else to 
Christ. 


The Poor Seamstress 


That is a most interesting and 
instructive story told of the nobly 
gifted Boston preacher, Dr. O. P. 
Gifford, who preached one morn- 
ing to his congregation, making 
the insistence that it is the busi- 
ness, primary and fundamental, of 
Christ’s people to go out constant- 
ly and win others to the know- 
ledge of the Saviour. And as he 
brought to bear his message upon 


Dr. George W. Truett 


with words 
that breathed and thoughts that 
burned, the minister came on to 
say: “Every Christian can win 
somebody to Christ.” 

When the sermon was done and 
the people were sent away, there 
tarried behind one of his hum- 


‘blest auditors—probably the hum- 


however | 


blest, with reference to _ this 
world’s goods, for she was a poor 
seamstress. She tarried behind to 
make her plea to the preacher 
that his sermon was overstressed. 
Greatly moved she was, the 
preacher stated, as looking him 
in the face she said: 

“Pastor, this is the first time 
that I ever heard you when you 
seemed to be unfair.” 

“Pray, wherein was I unfair?” 
he asked. 

Then she said, “You kept crowd- 
ing the truth down upon us that 
every Christian could win some- 
body to Christ. Now, you did not 
make any exceptions, and surely 
I am an exception. Pray, tell me 
what could I do? I am but a poor 
seamstress, and I sew early and 
late to get enough to keep the 


(Continued on page 4) 


Praise the Lord— 
Help Is Coming! 


By the Editor 


We have been earnestly asking |_ 
| $12,000 
His work car-| books back in print. 


the Lord for a tremendous Christ- 
mas offering for 
ried on through Sword of the Lord 
Foundation, About $12,000 is need- 


}ed to reprint certain of my very 


useful books, 
The Ruin of a Christian has 
had 30,000 copies published. Now 


it must be reprinted. It is in con- 
stant demand. 


When Skeletons Come Out of 
Their Closets, consisting of eleven 
sermons preached in great revival 
campaigns over America, has been 
the most popular of my sermon 
books. It is now out of print, must 
be reprinted. 

Watching Jesus Die, ten ser- 
mons on the crucifixion, needs to 
be reprinted. 

The Power of Pentecost 
soon be out of print. 

Revival Appeals is out of print. 

Any profit that has come in 
from the sale of these books has 
gone to pay off long-term notes 
(we paid off some $25,000 of bor- 
rowed money recently); now 


will 


'phelts given 


is needed to put these 

We need some $24,000 for the 
Free Literature Fund, for pam- 
away both in English 


and in foreign languages, many 
of them given to the radio audi- 
ence, 

Thousands of dollars are des- 


perately needed for our Ministers 
and Missionary Subscription Gift 
Fund. 


Already Peoyle Are Getting 
Under This Burden 

God is helping and I think I will 
soon have the $500 I have_ been 
praying for to give in this Christ- 
mas Offering. 

A gift of $450 came the other 
day and the good donor asked that 
$150 be used for the radio, $150 
for the Free Literature Fund, and 
$150 as needed otherwise. 

Our contributing editor, Evan- 
gelist Robert Sumner, sent a gift 
of $100. God bless his generous 


(Continued on page 5) 


Page Two 


THE SWORD 


OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 25, 1939 


alga, 
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These notes are written Satur- 
day, November 5. I have been at 
home only seven days in the last 
four weeks, and so editorial work, 
answering the mail, supervising 
workers, and the heavy adminis- 
trative details of this big Sword 
of the Lord Foundation business, 
with thirty workers in the office, 
keeps me very busy when I am 
here. 

Yesterday afternoon I 
at 6:30, returning from Ow 
Minnesota, where I spoke 
days in Pillsbury 
College. In one 


arrived 
atonna, 
for two 
saptist Bible 
hour, at noon, I 
leave for O'Hare Field to take a 
jet plane to Denver, then trans- 
fer to another plane on to Boise, 
Idaho, where tonight Dr. Hend- 
rickson, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Caldwell, Idaho, will 
meet me and take me to Caldwell. 
And tomorrow I will begin eight 
days of revival services with the 
First Baptist Church there. 
Returning, I will pass through 
Chicago, someone will bring me 
clean shirts and any mail that 
could not be sent on to me, and 
time to give a few instructions. 
then I fly to Washington, then 
on to Charlotte, North Carolina, 
where a pastor will meet me. I 
will preach three days at Laurin- 
burg, North Carolina, followed by 
four days at Goldsboro, North 
Carolina. Then I will fly home on 
Monday, November 21, for a big 
banquet of “Voice of Revival” 
radio choir that night. Brother Bob 
Parsons, director of Moody Bi- 
ble Institute Radio WMBI, will be 


guest speaker and soloist. 

Already I have selected princi- 
pal sermons for the next two is- 
sues of THe Sworp or THe Lorp 
and have edited other material 
for those issues. 

At Caldwell, Idaho, I will -he 


answering mail and I hope writ- 
mg some sermons that are burn- 
mg in my heart for THe Sworp 
OF THE LORD. 


We Enthusiastically Recom- 
mend Pillsbury Baptist 
Bible College 

It was a great joy to visit again 
Pillsbury Baptist Bible College at 


Owatonna, Minnesota. Two years 
ago, the first year there was a 
Bible College, there were a 
hundred students. The second 
year they gained thirty per 
cent and ran 130 students. This 
year, the third year, they have 
about 240 students. One hundred 


are ministerial students. The popu- 


larity of the school is shown by the- 


fact that students 
twenty states. 


are there from 
And there are more 


ne 


students from Lllinois than there 
are from Minnesota! 

Dr. Monroe Parker, the presi- 
dent, is a long-time and honored 
friend of this editor and is on the 


_Co-operating Board of the Sword 


of the Lord. He 


is one of the 


‘three or four best equipped men 
for Christian college presidency in 


America, in my judgment, He has 
a Ph. D. degree, and the highest 
scholarship. He had fourteen 
year’s experience as assistant to 
the president of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity where he dealt with train- 
ing preachers, the discipline and 
moral standards set up for stu- 
dents, and many administrativ 
problems. For a third qualification, 


Dr. Parker has been for years 
an evangelist as well as for a 
period a successful pastor. He is a 


real soul winner in great demand, 
and now spends half his time in 
revival work. So he has the 
scholarship, the administrative 
training, the high moral standards 


and the spiritual and soul-winning 
experience necessary for this great 
work. 


The scholarship in Pillsbury Col- 
lege is of the old-time funda- 
mentalist theology of out-and-out 
Bible believers. The moral and so- 
cial standards set up for behavior, 
the careful supervision means that 
they have a unified student body 
who set out to be ladies and gen- 
tlemen, and fathers and mothers 
may safely trust their young peo- 
ple to the wise and strong super- 
vision of the godly faculty. Many 
Christian schools are mainly con- 
cerned with education, with little 
attention given to supervision, dat- 
ing and teaching young people the 
principles of good citizenship and 
a happy and holy Christian life. 
The shining faces, the enthusiasm 
about the school and the large 
percentage planning to go into 
full-time Christian work mark the 
difference in a school which has 
such out-and-out standards. Pills- 
bury College not only educates, 
but it develops leadership, Chris- 
tian character, Christian habits 
and godly restraint in Christian 
living. 

We enthusiastically recommend 
Pillsbury Baptist Bible College. 
Parents and students may write 
for further information about the 
modest expenses, courses of study, 
etc. Every student carries a major 
in Bible besides a major in some 
liberal arts course. 

With the great new generation 
of hundreds of thousands of new 
college students, we are grateful 
for the Pillsbury College with its 


million-dollar campus, its strong 
Christian administration, its 
Spirit-filled, soul-winning influ- 


ence. 


Pillsbury Needs $200,000 
Dormitory Fund 

Last year the College bought a 
mansion which now houses thirty 
students. The student body which 
erew from 100 to 240 students 
in the third year will need housing 
for at least another hundred stu- 
dents next year. A dormitory hous- 
ing a hundred students is now in 
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A Column for Wives and Mothers 


The other day I was doing a job| — 


I never have cared much for. ] 
Was going through the _ toybox, 
trying-to decide what toys should 
be thrown away, given away, re- 
paired or merely put away fol 
awhile. We don’t buy many toys 
for our children but with a large 
collection of kind and loving rela- 
tives, plus a couple of especially 
sweet and doting baby-sitters, ou: 
children have collected enough toys 
to supply several households! |] 
felt a little guilty at having ac- 
quired so much, frustrated in my 
attempts to decide which toys 
should go where and a little pro- 
voked with the children who pro- 
tested that each toy I was about 
to discard was their favorite. Be- 
sides that, it was already noon 
and I knew I ought to get lunch 
ready before the baby woke up 
and insisted on being fed. 


Right in the middle of my con- 
fusion and hurry I suddenly real- 
ized that little Carol was look- 
ing at me very intently. “Mommy,” 
she said quietly, “you’ve got that 
look on your face again.” I sup- 
pose if she had said it in any othe 
way I would have wanted to spank 
her for impudence, but her wor- 
ried expression proved that she 
didn’t mean it that way. When it 
was called to my attention I could 
almost feel the hard lines of the 
scowl on my face. I hastily ex- 
plained to her that I wasn’t real- 
ly angry—just tired and in a hur- 
ry—and then decided that I had 
better do something about “that 
look’’ on my face. 

Have you ever sat on a street- 
car or in a train station and 
watched the expressions on peo- 
ple’s faces? Most people wear that 
preoccupied look of care so com- 
mon to all of us. Their eyes are 
dull and empty and their mouths 
droop. An expression showing an- 


you've probably 


the planning stage. It is thought 
that the dormitory itself and pay- 
ment for the dormitory purchased 
will need $200,000 in a building 
fund. 

We hope that Christian people 
will prayerfully consider Pillsbury 
Baptist College as a place to invest 
some of the Lord’s money. We do 
not know a Christian school any- 
where where a dollar will do more 
in training soul winners and com- 
bating the tide of modernism 
worldliness and infidelity. Bible 
believing Baptists particularly 
should set out to enlarge this 
school which is controlled by Con- 
servative Baptists of Minnesota 
and stands true to the faith and 
is actually turning out many soul- 
winning preachers. Those interest- 
ed address President Monroe Park- 
er, Pillsbury Baptist Bible Col- 
lege, Owatonna, Minnesota. 


Bible Crossword Puzzles 
in 1961 

Yes, we have arranged with Mrs. 
Elizabeth Handford to provide the 
Bible Crossword Puzzles for THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD through an- 
other year. We sent out a ques- 
tionnaire, and were swamped with 
hundreds of replies from readers 
who plead that we continue the 
Bible Crossword Puzzles. Many 
write to say that they are learn- 
ing the Bible as they never did 
before through these puzzles. 

The thousands of copies of 
Christian pamphlets which are 
sent out as prizes to the winners 
are doing great good also. We hope 
that those who are blessed with 
these puzzles will remember the 
heavy expense, and enclose offer- 
ings for the puzzle department 
when possible, and send a dime 
at least when you can to help in 
this expense of the pamphlets and 
the secretarial help needed to 
check all the answers sent in and 
keep this puzzle department go- 
ing. It is very popular; it is doing 


ae good, so we continue it an- 
(Continued on page 12) 
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By Mrs. Jessie Rice Sandberg 


“That Look on Your Face” 


, | F li : By A 
es f v 
ticipation, joy, or just plain con- 
tentment is so rare as to make 
other people stare. Our most nor- 
mal reaction to the sad counte- 
nance of the world is to comment, 
“Well, what do you expect? They 
don’t know the Lord.” But if 
youve ever sat in a choir and 
watched the congregation of a 
good sound, fundamental church 


horrified or 
amused at the blank, dull look on 
sO many faces. (Maybe I ought to 
add that quite a few choir mem- 
bers show the same expression!) 

My husband, who directs the 
music at our church, says that it 
is almost ridiculous to watch peo- 
ple singing, “Sunlight, sunlight in 
my soul today ...” and all the 
time their faces are_ saying, 
“Stormciouds, stormclouds in my 
soul today . ! It is almost as 
though our singing were a ritual 
or form which we go through be- 
cause it is. required—not because 
we enjoy it or really mean it. 

I never see people singing with 


been 


deadpan expressions without get- | 


ting a little heart-hungry for the 
Sunday School class of little Negro 
boys and girls I used’ to teach dur- 
ing college days. When they sang 
the chorus, “T'll Be a Sunbeam for 
Him,” the room glowed almost 
uiterally——their faces lit up so! 

You know, it’s a funny thing 
about children—how keenly they 
observe the grown people they see 
day by day? If you’ve ever worked 
with young people you'll know 
that they comment on everything 
you wear, everything you say or 
do. One woman I know, who was 
superintendent of a beginner de- 
partment for years, always wore 
only the brightest, frilliest dresses 
to Sunday School because it mat- 
tered so much to the children who 


saw her. 
But how much more closely do 
they watch our faces! When the 


little girl prayed, “Lord, make the 
bad people good, and the good peo- 
ple nice,” I rather think she was 
referring to the sour look so many 
of us “good people” wear. Chil- 
dren are literal and candid in their 
observations. If the Bible says, 
“The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace ” then they expect us 
to look loving, joyful, and peace- 
ful. Perhaps they occasionally 
think we are liars. Can it be that 
e are? In Isaiah 29:13 God says, 
“This people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their lips 


‘er 
,¥ 


Help Us in this 


Missionary 
Work 


By the Editor 


We have such a great demand 
for free literature, and for sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp to be sent to missionaries, to 
ministers in foreign countries, and 
to ministerial students, that I 
think friends will be interested 
the foiowimg letter from President 
Gordon Van Rooy of the Landour 
Bible Institute in India. 


“The Editor, 
“THe SWORD OF THE LORD 
“Wheaton, Illinois, U. S. A. 


‘Dear Sir: 

“Thank you for your recent 
shipment of books which we ap- 
preciate receiving. 


“Our students are _ especial! 
finding helpful the book, Sunda 
or Sabbath, and we would b 


grateful if you could send us an- 
other 50 copies of this. 

“We wonder if you have any 
facilities for missionaries, from 
which we could draw a subscrip- 
tion for your paper, THE Sworp 
oF THE Lorp. If so, would you 
kindly place the Landour Bible 
Institute on the subscription list, 
as we find it a helpful source of 
information for material for our 
broadcasting sessions. 


| 
| We 


“May the Lord continue to in- 


'spire and bless your work. 


“Yours sincerely in Christ, 
(Signed) Gordon Van Rooy, 
“President, L. B. L.”’ 


have sent 50 extra copies 
of the pamphlet, Sunday or Sab- 
bath. Which Should Christians Ob- 
serve, and put the Bible Institute 
on for a year’s subscription to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD as re- 
quested. 

There are thousands of mis- 
sionaries, and ministers in foreign 
countries, ministerial students, 
shut-ins, etc., who ought to have 
Tue SworpD OF THE LORD as a free 
gift. Do you feel impressed to 
send a gift to our Ministers and 
Missionary Subscription Gift 
Fund? And there is great demand 
for the free literature which we 
send, thousands of dollars worth 
around the world, and we need 
your prayerful help. 

Address THE SWoORD OF THE 
Lorp, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 


do honour me, but have removed 


And wh 
people who don’t know the Lord? 
I’m sure that more than one un- 
saved person has been repelled 
because of the somber, disinter- 
ested expression on the face of 
some Christian. Are you guilty? 

Come on now, friend. Someone 
lis watching you—smile! 
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blessings to your friends 


or made into sou! winners. 


your name as the donor. 


be glad you did. 


eternity as they are saved, helped to grow spiritually 


We will send an attractive Christmas card to your 
friends announcing the gift subscription and giving 


Give THE SWORD OF THE LORD this Christmas. You will 


Send subscriptions with complete names and addresses 
and payment according to the above special rate to 


; = = ame, Bescon pease 


special Christmas Rates ; 


For Gilt Subscriptions 


| yearly subscription $ 3.00 
2 yearly subscriptions $ 5.00 
9 yearly subscriptions $10.00 
This year give gifts that will really endure. For a whole 


year your friends can receive weekly the blessings of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Actually, of course, the 


could well last throughout 


their heart far from me.” Perhaps 
that’s what is wrong with our 
faces—something is wrong inside. 


at about the reaction of 
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from this movie magnate’s confes- 
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Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Contributing Editor 


The “True Confessions” of a 
Movie Magnate 
Every now and then some indi- 
vidual high in Hollywood standing 
lets his or her hair down long 
enough to make some startling, 
sweeping admission. That hap- 
pened the other day in Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. It seems that some 
lady had written a letter to the 
editor of The Indianapolis News 
complaining about the.«caliber of 
cinemaland’s productions and so 
shortly thereafter a lengthy epistle 
from the pen of the president of 
a large theater chain appeared in 
the “Letters to the Editor’ column 
of the same paper in rebuttal. Be- 
cause it highlights and pinpoints 
some of the things this column has 
been insisting for years, I want 
to reproduce portions of that “con- 
fession.”” The letter was written 
by Robert V. Jones, president of 
Affiliated Theaters, Inc. 
He said, in part: 
“IT read avith interest Mrs. Don- 
ald Watson’s letter to the editor 
. I feel called upon to give 


some answers to ther contention 
that there are too few family 
films. 


“First of all, let me agree with 
her wholeheartedly that there are 
too few family films and nothing 
would please us in the theater 
business more than to be able to 
show, in our theaters across the 
country, wholesome family enter- 
tainment, provided, of course, we 
could show these pictures and have 
the support of the moviegoing pub- 
lic. 

“Several years ago, many of us 
were of the opinion that we should 
not run pictures that were not 
suited to the family trade. We be- 
lieve that as a service to the com- 
munity in which we live that we 
should be a factor in upholding 
and encouraging a high moral 
standard. 

“Many of us refused to play the 
condemned and unwholesome pic- 
tures; however, as time went on 
and we looked at profit and loss 
sheets, we found that the whole- 
some family movie was showing 
losses in practically every case and 
we decided that in order to keep 
our theater doors open we would 
be forced to play the pictures that 
were establishing some of the 
highest grosses in the country. 

~ In our circuit of theaters, 
without exception, all of | the pic- 
tures suitable for family entertain- 
ment! established all-time ‘lows’ 


in gross receipts. 
“On the other hand, the pictures 


| 

} 
condemned by some and. given| 
‘adult only’ ratings, established | 
,some of the highest scores. To! 
name a few of these: ‘Bramble | 
Bush,’ ‘Suddenly, Last Summer,’ 


‘Portrait in Black,’ ‘Anatomy of a| 


Murder,’ ‘Summer Plac ‘Some | 
Like It Hot,’ ‘Psycho,’ and ‘The} 
Apartment.’ | 

“From the support that the 
moviegoora miblic gave these last- 
mentioned pictures, it is a clear 
vote of confidence on the part 


of the moviegoing public that this 
is the tupe of entertainment they 
wish, 


“Certainly, dis- 


no producer, 
tributor or theater owner is op- 
eratine his business to displease 


the public. The only way that we 
know that we are satisfying the 
majority of the moviegoers is by 
their support.... 

“We, in the theater business, can 
recognize perhaps more quickly 
the decline of public morality than 
in any other business. This applies 
not only to young people but also 
to adults. A few years ago, a pic- 
ture, “The Moon Is Blue,’ received 
a condemned rating and religious 
and civie organizations rose up 
against the playing of this pic- 
ture. However, it did an unprece- 
dented business in spite of this. 

“By comparison, many pictures 
today—‘“The Apartment,’ to name 
one—would make ‘Moon Is Blue’ 
look like a Sunday School lesson. 
This, I think, gives us a concrete 
example of the decline in moral 
standards ....” 

Note some simple observations 


By Viola Walden 


I have been sitting here trying 
to think of how. I could tell you 
about these beautiful Christmas 
cards we are offering to send you 
with a $5.00 order. I simply can’t 
do it—words fail me! As a matter 
of fact, I can’t even keep the 
cards on my desk long enough 
to write about them. Some of the 
office gang keep asking for them. 

I enjoy receiving pretty Christ- 
mas cards and enjoy finding them 
to send to others, don’t you? And 


I am not exaggerating when I 
say these Christmas cards are 
lovely enough to meet any test, 


any standard. The whole collection | 
is gorgeous. 
There are 21 cards—all of dif- 


sion: (1) The movie crowd—pro- 
ducers, distributors and theater 
owners—are not interested in 
morals, only in money. if corrup- 
tion is the only avenue of revenue, 
then they will corrupt and de- 
grade American morals in their 
grasping greed for gold! (2) Movie 
moguls frankly admit that there 
is a shortage of “wholesome” 
films suitable for family entertain- 
ment, but a flood of low moral 
productions unfit for general con- 
sumption. (3) The public as a 
whole would not support whole- 
some, family-type movies; the pub- 
lic wants filth. (4) The movies 
have degraded so rapidly that the 
very worst type film of a couple 
of years ago now seems like a 
“Sunday School lesson” in com- 
parison with today’s productions. 
(5) Public morals have declined so 
tremendously in the past few years 
that even movie moguls are cog- 
nizant of the fact. 

God help America! Oh, that 
there might be an old-fashioned 
crying out against sin thundering 
forth once again from our pulpits! 
In a very real sense and to a very 
large degree, the ministerial si- 
lence regarding specific sins must 
be blamed for the tobogan-like de- 
cline’ in American morals during 
the past decade. 

* * * 

Americans are buying, on the 
average, over 2,750,000 books a 
day! Last year they purchased a 
record 993,500,000 books. Yet 
very much of this tomage of print- 
ed paper is literary trash. What 
are you reading? What are your 
friends reading? The power of the 
printed page is tremendous as evi- 
denced by the success enjoyed in 
this media by the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists, the Commuusts, the * 
hovah’s Witnesses” 
Will you help spread good, gospel 
literature in your area? 


J € - 


and others. 


% ok . 
Tragic Neglect! 
| A few months ago, when the 
devastating tidal waves hit Chile 


in the wake of the horrible earth- 


quakes, United Press_ Interna- 
tional’s correspondent, George 
Eagle, in referring to the loss of 
life by 32 people and the other 27 


missing, commented: “Nobody 
really had to die in this one. They 
a in plenty of time- 

respond to the 


were wasnt 
they just didnt 
wert.” 

How typical of the average sin- 
Most of Hell’s inhabitants 
warned inxplenty of time 
about the need of the new birth, 
the necessity of repentance, the 
wrath of God in eternal Hell 
awaiting Christ rejectors, the suf- 
ficiency of Christ’s sacrifice, and 
the danger of delay. They simply 
did not respond to God's alert! 

How about you? Have you been 
telling yourself that there is no 
hurry, that you have plenty of 
time? The Word of God warns, 
“Boast not thyself of to morrow; 
for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). It 
warns again, “How shall we es- 
cape, if we neglect so great sal- 
vation .. .” (Heb. 2:3). 

You'd better get ready! 

a * x 


ner! 


were 


Pray for Evangelist Sumner’s meetings: 


Thru December 4: 


Bible Baptist Church 
404 West Jefferson Street 
o, Indiana 


December 6-18: 


First Baptist Church 
Monroe, lowa 


Words Fail Me! 


$1.00 Box of Christmas Cards Free 
With $5.00 Orders! 


~~ 


lovely 


ferent designs. Each one of them) 
has a suitable and inspiring Scrip- | 
ture verse, the kind of cards that | 
Christians ought to send. These! 
boxes sell regularly for! 
$1.00 a box (plus postage). But | 


during Christmas only we will give | 


the whole 21-card box free with a/| 
$5.00 order! Any merchandise you | 
buy from Sword of the Lord’ 
Foundation will count, and you’ 
simply mention that you want the) 
$1.00 box of Christmas cards free. | 
Get several boxes in this way. If| 
your order does not amount to 
s0.00, we would advise that you} 
buy several boxes of the cards| 
while you can get them at this| 
remarkable price of $1.00 a box, 
plus 15c for postage and handling. | 

But remember, you may have a| 
box of them absolutely free with | 
every $5.00 order. For $10, you| 
get two boxes, etc. 

But don’t wait until too late! 
Get your order off now. to 
Sword of the Lord, Box 420, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


‘Dr. Carnell of 
Fuller Again 


Fuller Seminary Professor 
Speaks on Protestant— 
Roman Catholic Unity 

Edward John Carnell, professor 
of Apologetics at Fuller Seminary, 
in Christianity Today, Oct. 10, 
1960, states on page 30: “The 
Roman claim to infallibility pre- 
cludes the possibility of unity 
through gestures of mutual re- 
pentance. But this grim fact 
should not prejudice the value of 
sincere exploratory conversation. 
A more perfect understanding of 
the issues will bring sweeter at- 
titudes into what is and will re- 
main a tragic division in the body 
of Christ.” 

We do not know whether this 
incredible statement is a reflec- 
tion more on Fuller Seminary or 
on their distinguished professor. 
Baptist eyebrows will certainly 
be raised by this declaration which 
suggests several questions: Are we 
to conclude that the professor re- 
yards Roman Catholicism as a 


part of ‘“‘the body of Christ”? Are 
we to regard those reformers as 
wicked men because they broke 
away from Rome? How do those 
despised Baptists who were separ- 
ate from both Rome and the Re- 


formation fare in the church) 
history courses at Fuller Semin-| 
ary? Is there any difference be- 
tween suggesting “conversation” | 
with Rome in the light of “this 
erim fact,” and the cowardly 
neutral clamor for another sum- 
mit conference with the Soviet 


butcher in the light of multiplied 
grim, cold war facts? | 

In the light of this professed 
abandonment of fundamentalism 
and his pilgrimage through neo-| 
evangelicalism into liberalism, | 
is it reasonable to expect that this 
scholar is getting ready for uni- 
lateral repentance, to wind up 
in the same place as Cardinal 
Newman—in the comforting 
refuge of totalitarian ecclesiastic- 
isin? Is this statement the logi- 
cal extension of the New Evan- 
gelicalist’s determination to con- 
tinue the dialogue with liberals 
on doctrine, with Pentecostalists 
on the Holy Spirit and with the 
cults on a view to a wider fellow- 
ship? Is this a sample of the views 
which can be expected as a part 
of the “academic freedom” which 
is imposed as. a result of Fuller’s 
AATS accreditation? Surely he 
has read his Presbyterian West- 
minister Confession which reads: 
“There is no other head of the 
church but the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Neither can the pope of Rome in 
any sense be the head thereof; 
but is that antiChrist, that man 
of sin and son of perdition, that 
exalteth himself in the church, 
against Christ, and all that is 


called God.” 


—From Blu-Print.| to send to Bob Jones University.” 


By Aunt Mary 


Did you have a happy Thanks- | 


giving Day? I hope you did spend 
some time in Singing praises and in 
really thanking God for His 
Did you sing, 
for Saving My Soul,” 
“Praise Him, All Ye, Little 
dren’? I hope too that 
to share your 


bless- 
you 


and 


ings 


| ord 


“Thank 


you got 
Thanksgiving dinne 
with someone who might have 
been lonely discouraged on the 
holiday otherwise. Did you 
what you had joyfully? 


or 


share 


did not have 
“fixin’s.” Did you 
know the Bible something 
about that? Prove 15:16, 17 
Says, “Better is little with the fear 
of the Lord than great treasure 
and trouble therewith. 
a dinner of herbs love is, 
than a stalled ox and hatred there- 
with.” 


Perhaps you 
key and al! the 


Savs 


rbs 


where 


A dinner of herbs is simply 
vegetables. If you had only pota- 


Chil- | 


tur- | 


Better is | 


we should be thankful the year 
round. 
A special word of welcome to 


our new members. Dorinne Shea 


in Springfield Gardens, New York, 
remembered to send her 25c foi 
her Sword pin. She had sent an 
application before. And eight-year- 
old Jim DeHaan of Battle Creek, 
Michigan, wants to be a “good 
soldier of Jesus Christ,” and |! 
know God will help him. Larry 
Probes is another eight-year-old 
from Fort Worth, Texas, whose 
great-grandmother has read the 
stories and letters to him often. 


Larry was saved last year and was 
recently baptized. He plans to read 
the Bible every day with Moth- 


'er’s and Grandmother's help. 


toes and green beans for Thanks- 


giving dinner, and there was love|to spend 
in your home, then you weve much | ble. 


better off than those who had a 
banquet, “a stalled ox,” and who 
did not love those around them. 


| 


Welcome to Ray Canfield of 
Chicago, and Roger Dunham of 


Arkport, New York. Young people 
need perhaps worse than adults 
time reading the Bi- 
They often have problems 
which God can give the answer to 
only through His Word. 

We are always glad to add the 


. + ° ~ . 
Solomon wrote these words of the | names of adults to our member- 


Bible years ago, but doctors have | ship. 


only recently been sure that this 
was really true about our bodies. 

I remember a simple meal of 
potato soup which we once shared 
with a young preacher away from 
home. I was a little embarrassed 
when our friend came by our 
house about dinner time, but of 
course we invited him to eat with 
us. I remember someone had given 
us the potatoes saying, “I was 
going to feed these potatoes to 
the hogs because they are so little, 
but you can have them if you 
want them.” I had bought pow- 
dered milk, and with all the care 
and skill I had, I had made the 
soup. Our guest was a polite young 
man, and he didn’t even let on 
that potato soup wasn’t quite a 
company dinner. He ate with geod 
appetite, and we had a fine time 


together. He even said that our 
soup reminded him of what his 
mother had made when he was 


a boy. (Of course that is the big- 
gest compliment most grown-ups 
can make. Mother’s cooking al- 
ways seems best.) 

I hope now when the dinner 
seems extra good that you will 
tell Mother Years from now 
some of you boys will be saying 
to your bride, “Honey, I wish you 


SO. 


could make soup (or apple dump- 
lings, like Uncle Chuck told me) 
like Mother used to do it.” 

Don't forget to |! grateful t 
God all through the year. Thanks 
|'giving is a special reminder, bu 


Without their encourage- 
ment, many young ones would nev- 
er see the stories and letters. Have 
you enjoyed the Jungle Doctor 
Stories? And is there something 
that you would like to see each 
week in Kids Korner? Do write 
and give me your ideas! 


No room for Jungle 
Doctor Story this week. 
Continued next week. 


’ With the 
Evangelists 


EVANGELIST ZELFRED 
SMITH, 34 Neal Circle, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, recently 
held revival services for Bates 
Heights Baptist Church, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, with 12 
saved, 17 rededications, 11 joining 


the church for baptism and one 
family altar was started. Pastor 
Morris E. Lawrence writes that 
srother Zelfred graduated from 
Bob Jones University last June 
and now is entering full-time 
evangelism. The pastor commends 
Brother Zelfred for “his faithful 
preaching of the Word and tire- 


less visitation with me and his 
personal testimony.” 


AN 


~ 
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I quote from a letter received 
from a man and his wife who are 
former students of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity and who are now mis- 
sionaries: “We spent several years 
of the happiest years of our lives 
at Bob Jones University; and we 
remember with special thanks that 
it was there we met and were 
married by you over ten years ago. 
During these five years out here 
in South Africa, we have daily 
come up against situations which 
we never could have endured but 
for the grace provided by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, backed by our 
years of training at Bob Jones 
University. We face days of de- 
cision out here, but we always 
remember your sayings, ‘Do right,’ 


and, ‘It is never right to do wrong’ 


to get an opportunity to do right.’ 
We have three children we plan 
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My friends, let me say to you 
that I have just begun to realize 
the world-wide influence of Bob 
Jones University which God led me 
to found thirty-four years ago. We 
need your prayers and your Cco- 
operation. We need your financial 
assistance. The financial burdens 
are getting heavier all the time. 
Remember, any money you invest 
in Bob Jones University will be 
carefully and prayerfully used so 
as to do the most good possible to 
the most people possible. Money 
invested here at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity will spread the testimony 
of the institution and will bring 
blessing to all parts of the world. 
Please let us hear from you. Thank 
you, and God bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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A Quest for Souls 


(Continued from page 1) 


wolf from the door for my fa- 
therless children, and I have no 
education and no opportunity, and 
yet your statement was so sweep- 
ing that even I was included, and 
in that,” she said, “I think you 
were unfair—the first time I ever 
knew you to be so.” 

And then, when she had finished 
her vehement protest, he looked 
down at her in all her agitation 
and said to her, “Does anybody 
ever come to your house?” 

She said, “Why, certainly, a few 
people come there.” 

And then, waiting a moment, 
he said, “Does the. milkman ever 
come?” 

“To be sure,” she said; “every 
morning he comes.” 

“Does the breadman come?” 

“Every day he comes.” 

“Does the meatman come?” 

“Every day he comes to my 
cottage.”’ 

Then, waiting a moment for his 
questions to have their due effect, 
looking down earnestly at her, he 
said, “A word to the wise is suffi- 
cient,” and he turned upon his 
heel, abruptly leaving her. 

She went her way. Nightfall 
came and she went to her bed 
to ponder late and long the 
searching message she had heard 
that morning. Why, she had not 
even tried to win anybody to 
Christ. She had never made the 
effort. She claimed to be Christ’s 
friend, and yet had never opened 
her lips for Him at all. She will 
try, and she will begin with her 
first opportunity tomorrow, even 
with the coming of the milkman. 

Accordingly she was up before 
the daylight came, there waiting, 
if haply she might speak to him 
some 
religion. When he freeted her, he 
made the remark that he had 
never seen her up quite so early 
before. She stammered out some 
embarrassing reply, not 
what she came to say. And now 
he had left her, and the gate 
clicked behind him as he left. 
Then she summoned her strength 
and called him back. 

“Wait a minute,” she pleaded, 
“I did have something to say to 
you.” 

And when he tarried to hear 
it, she poured out her heart to 
him in the query, “Do you know 
Christ? Are you a Christian? Are 
you the friend and follower of the 
glorious Saviour who came down 
from Heaven and died, that you 
might not forever die?” 

Fairly dropping his milk pails, 
he looked into her face with an- 
guish in his own, as he said to 
her. “Little woman, what on earth 
provoked you to talk to me like 
this? Here for two nights, 
madam, I have beer unable to 
sleep, and the burden of it all is 
that I am not a Christian, and I 
am in the darkness. If you know 
how to find the light, you are the 
one whom I need, and you should 
tell me.” 

And there, in a few brief min- 
utes of conversation, she told him 
how she had found the light, and 
he walked in that simple path 
that she indicated for him. And 
Dr. Gifford: goes on to tell us that 
before that year was out, that 
same little seamstress had won 
seven adults to Christ, not only 
to the open confession of Christ 
as their Saviour, but to take their 
places promptly in his church 

You can win somebody to 
Christ. Have you tried? Will you 
try? Won’t you try, looking to 
God to guide and help you? 


An Ordinary, Everyday Man 

The text tells of a man who won 
somebody to Christ. The case of 
an ordinary man is this, and there- 
fore he is chosen, for we are just 
ordinary people. This man Andrew 
is not Paul, the outstanding Chris- 
tian of the centuries. He is not 
Apollos, that eloquent, winsome 
man who could compel people to 
listen to him, his words were so 
entrancing. He is just an ordinary, 
everyday, commonplace man, The 
Bible makes only three or four 
passing references to him. This 
man is the illustration we are 
to have tonight of the one per- 
son going out to win some other 
person to Christ. Let us fix our 
eyes upon him tonight, and learn 


word concerning personal | 


out in response to that question— 
how will he act? 


First of all, Andrew is immedi- 
ately interested that somebody 
else may be saved. Don’t you like 
that? Isn’t that a wonderful ex- 
ample for us? Immediately this 
man Andrew is concerned that 
somebody else may be saved. Oh, 
there are different evidences, my 
friends; indicated in these holy 
Scriptures, whereby we may pass 
upon this eternally consequential 
question, whether or not we have 
been born again. It may be that 
at one of these sérvices we will 
group these scriptural evidences 
and focus them upon this question: 
“Have I been born again, and 
what are the scriptural evidences 
that I have been born again?” 
Certianly we might not be able 
to have a more interesting or 
profitable study. But whether we 
shall give ourselves or not to such 
service, here stands out for us 
one shining fact, like a mountain 
peak: If one is born again, that 
one is concerned that somebody 
else may be saved. “If any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his’ (Rom. 8:9). 


And the Spirit of Christ is the 
spirit of compassionate anxiety 
that lost people may’ be saved. 
Now Aridrew evinces his concern, 
straightway after he finds the 
Messiah, that somebody else may 
find that same blessed, forgiving 
Saviour, 

Years ago I was preaching in a 
series of daily meetings like these, 
and one Sunday morning when I 
made the call for those who would 
confess Christ to come forward 
and remain, there came a group 
down the aisles, and a number 
waited to be received into the 


church. When I came to question 


from the story something to help 
us 


Andrew here stands forth as one 
who has just found the Saviour. 
How will he act? Two things stand 


them about their coming into the 
church, I came presently to an 
humble German girl, a servant in 


saying | One of the families. She was not 


long from the old country, and 
her English was barely intelligi- 
ble, as we listened to it, and I 
said to her, ““My child, why do you 
wish to join the church?” 

In her broken English she made 
her reply to my question, and her 
English was so bad that it was 
well nigh impossible for us to un- 
derstand just what she was say- 
ing. 

Then I said to her, “My child, 
if you won't mind, I will ask you 
to wait a week and let us talk 
with you quietly and carefully, as 
is the custom with all the young 
people who come into the church. 
We would be careful about this 
great step. The church is for those 
who have found Christ as their 
Saviour, who know the way, and 
too much care can hardly be ex- 
ercised at that point, and I will 
just ask, if you don’t mind, that 
you will wait and let us talk it 
over, that no mistake may be 
made.” 

She readily assented to my pro- 
posal, and I passed to the next 
case, and when I was questioning 
him, presently the child broke out 
in a sob audible to those in the 
rear of the large auditorium. All 
of us were immediately embar- 
rassed. Evidently I had grieved 
her, and I turned back to her 
frankly, and said: 

“Why, my child, I did not mean 
to grieve you by asking that you 
wait. That is not anything un- 
usual. The church is doing that 
sort of thing here constantly. We 
are asking that the young people 
talk with the pastor and talk with 
the parents carefully before they 
come into the church. Coming in- 
to the church is one of the great- 
est steps for a human soul, and it 
ought to be taken with much de- 
liberation and wisdom. It was for 
your good, my child, and it is not 
anything unusual that you are 
asked to wait.” 

She said, with better English 
now, “Oh, sir, it is not that that 
makes me cry! I forgot. I cried 
because my brother here in this 
city is such a wild boy, and he is 
lost, and my heart is breaking. I 
am so concerned that he shall be 
saved. Won’t you ask everybody 
here today to join me in one pray- 
er that my poor, lost, sinful broth- 
er may be saved? That is what 
made me cry.” 

And the dear old senior deacon 
spoke up and said, “Pastor, we had 
better take her into the church 
now. She knows the way, and we 
need not wait another week.” 

She did know the way, and there 


was the outflashing in that con- 
versation, in that last moment, of 
her deep knowledge of a forgiving 
Saviour, and all audience was 
swept with her tremulous appeal. 
They knew, every Christian there, 
that this woman knew the Lord, 
because of her heart’s longing for 
others to be saved. 


The Religion of Our Home 


There was another point about 
this man Andrew, strikingly sug- 
gested, when he found the Sav- 
iour, and that point is that he 
went straight home to get his 
first work in for his Saviour. Now, 
don’t you like that? He went 
straightway to get in his first 
work for the great Saviour whom 
he had just found, in his own home. 
He went after a difficult case, let 
me tell you. He went after his 
own brother, Simon. Rash and 
headstrong and impulsive was that 
man Simon, and yet plain Andrew, 
a weakling compared with Simon, 
went after that big, strong broth- 
er, nor did he cease until he had 
brought him to Christ. 


Oh, if the limits of this hour 
allowed, I should like, my broth- 
ers, to pour,out my heart in a 
plea for home religion. There is an 
old saying that comes to mind 
just here: “The shoemaker’s wife 
is the worst shod person in the 
village.” Oh, if I might pour out 
my heart for a moment in a plea 
that our homes be ordered like 
they ought to be in the realm 
of religion! 

If there be one place, let me 
say it to the parents, where you 
should put your best foot forward 
for Christ, it should be in your 
families. I tell you, that is an in- 
dictment against a father if his 
own boy does not believe in his 
religion. I tell you, that is an 
indictment against a mother if her 
own girl does not believe: “My 
mother is the best Christian in all 
the world” Oh, that our religion 
in our homes shall be outshining 
and congruous and _ consistent, 
even after the highest and most 
heavenly fashion! 

The accent, in my humble judg- 
ment, that most of all needs to 
be pronounced this night, through- 
out this whole country, from bord- 
er to border, is an accent on the 
religion of our homes. As goes the 
home, so shall go everything in 
the social order. The citadel, both 
for church and for state, is the 
home. If we shall have the right 
kind of homes, then shall every- 
thing in the social order be con- 
served and saved, but if our homes 
shall be beaten down and un- 
raveled and frazzled out by every 
superficial and foolish thing—God 
save the mark!—the nation is 
doomed and the land shall be lost. 

I wonder what your answer 
would be, as I look into the faces 
of Christian parents now, and ask 
you this simple question: Do you 
have family prayer at your house? 
Why don’t you have it? You might 
have measured off to you one 
round thousand years in which to 
get up your reasons why a Chris- 
tian parents should not have fami- 
ly prayer in his house, and when 
the thousand years had passed, 
you would come back without the 
semblance of even one reason. Oh, 
men and women who love Christ, 
with your children growing about 


you, or already fairly grown, is|" 


it possible that human life, invest- 
ed as it is with such sacred mean- 
ings and opportunities and respon- 
sibilities, shall go passing away, 
and the chiefest place of all to 
get in your witness for Christ, 
even under your own roof, shall 
be overlooked and lost! 
the most menacing signs that you 
can find in any community, if you 
are able to find it there, is the 


decay of family prayer in such 3 


community. 

I am thinking now of two 
homes. To the first was I sum- 
moned one morning to the burial 
of their only child. She was a 
beautiful girl of some fifteen 
summers. They were not members 
of my congregation, but of an- 
other; but their minister was ab- 
sent, and therefore was I sum- 
moned to conduct the funeral. 

I came to the splendid looking 
home, and a vast concourse of 
people were in and about the 
house. I asked that I might see 
the family, and I was taken down 


the long hall and into the quiet} 


room where the _ brokenhearted 
parents sat. As tactfully as I 
could, I began to find my way to 
an apprehension of the situation, 
that I might the better speak in 


One of | i 


few moments later. I found in re- 
sponse to questioning, presently, 
that both of these parents were 
professed Christians, and then I 
ventured to tell them that earth 
had no sorrow that Heaven can- 
not heal, and that they must re- 
fuse to turn aside into the abyss 
of despair and brokenheartedness, 
because they had a Saviour, and 
they were His friends. 

By this time the mother was on 
her feet, and said, “Sir, I have 
something to tell you that has 
utterly broken our hearts.” 


I waited to hear what it was, 
and then she said, “That beautiful 
girl yonder in her casket, our only 
child, has been in our home these 
fifteen years, and yet in all 
these years, though her mother 
is a Christian, and her father is 
a Christian—in all these years 
that child never heard either one 
of us pray one time, sir.” And then 
she waited a moment more, and 
said, “Sir, our horrible fear is that 
it was not well with the child, 
and that her blood will be on our 
garments.” 

Will you say that it was not? 
Oh, cruelty of cruelties, inconsis- 
tency of inconsistencies, that a 
child should be in a Christian 
home fifteen years, and never 
hear the voice of a parent one 
time lifted in prayer! 

There was another home of 
which I would speak. I pleaded 
with the people one morning in 
the other years, begging them that 
they put first things first, and 
that the men who were Christians 
would pause at the breakfast table 


for a little season of prayer with | 
the loved ones around them, or} 
in the evening time, when the day 
was done, that they would gather | 
the circle about them, and speak | 
with the great King and Saviour | 
in grateful acknowledgement of | 
and in continual plea for His | 
mercies to be granted them. Num- | 
bers that morning said that they 
would change their-ways. 

One outstanding businessman, | 
whose voice was often heard in| 
the city, searched me out and 
said, “Oh, I have lived miserably 
far from what is consistent and 
right. I will turn over a new leaf 
tonight. Family prayer shall be 
at my house tonight, and every 
night henceforth.” 

I follow it just a moment more. 
The next morning as I crossed 
the city I saw his only son about 
fifteen or sixteen years of age, 
and as I was traveling rapidly, 
along, the son summoned me, and 
when he reached me, I saw in his 
face that there was a deep battle 
of some sort going on, and I said: 

“What is it, my boy, that I can 
do for you?” 

And then he looked down with 
face averted, and then looked up 
with his face covered with tears, 
and said, “You ought to have been 
at our house last night.” 

He said, “Oh, you should have 
been there. Papa prayed last 
night! Papa had sister and me 
called into the room, and Papa 
sobbed as he told us he had not 


— 


lived like a Christian father ought, 
and Papa asked Sister and me to 
forgive him. Neither of us could 
talk, We did not know what to 
say. Both of us cried. Papa asked 
Mother to open the Bible for him, 
and he tried to read it, but he 
could not, and then Papa knelt 
down and prayed, mostly about 
himself, and then he said when 
he got up, ‘Children, Papa is going 
to live a different life from this 
time on.’” And the boy said: “I 
went to my room and I could not 
sleep.” 

I said, “Why couldn’t you sleep, 
my boy?” 

And then, as he leaned over on 
my shoulder, he said, “I found out 
last night that I am a sinner, and 
that I am lost. You do not know 
how I wanted to see you, that you 
might tell me what to do.” 

We turned into a little store- 
house, vacant, and there, in a few 
words, I told the lad how it is that 
Jesus saves a sinner, and the lad 
made his simple, honest surrender, 
and was saved that very Monday 
morning. 

You should have heard him the 
next Sunday morning, when the 
pastor said, “Tell us, my boy, 
what started you in this upward 
way?” 

He looked across at his father, 
on the other’ side of the house, 
and said, “Papa’s prayer last Sun- 
day night started me in the up- 
ward way.” ; 

Oh, I know it is difficult to have 
family prayers, my men and wom- 
en! I know it is difficult, but listen 
to this: Everything on this earth 
worthwhiie costs, and you and I 
must not, dare not, thrust back 
into some little inconsequential 
corner in our lives the thing chief- 
est and commanding that God has 
appointed for the winning of the 
world to God. 


There Can Be No Substitutes 


There is another point for our 
consideration in the case of this 
man Andrew. Andrew’s act magni- 
fies the place and the power of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Page Five 


A Quest for Souls 


(Continued from page 4) 


personal work in the winning of 
lost people to Christ—the place 
and power of personal work—and 
just there are several suggestions 
for our consideration. There can 
be no substitutes for personal 
work. Jesus is depending on His 
friends to get His Gospel made 
known to a gainsaying and unbe-' 
heving world. He is dependent on 
His friends. That is His own 
divinely appointed method. There 
can be no substitutes for personal 
work! Life must make its impact 
upon life. 

Now everybody seems to under- 
stand that, I have sometimes 
thought, better than the church 
of God understands it. The busi- 
messmen understand the power of 
personal work. They send out their 
drummers up and down the land 
to look imto the faces of their 
customers, real or prospective, and 
explain their wares. And certainly 
the politicians understand the 
power of personal work. You let 
a great issue be on, city or state 
or national, with two virile parties 
each contending for supremacy, 
and you will observe that the 
ehampions of these parties send 
their spokesmen, their representa- 
tives, to look their fellowmen in 
the face and argue and plead and 
explain, if haply they may win 
their votes. Oh, will the church 
of God fail to lay to heart that 
the chief human instrumentality 
for the winning of the world to 
Christ is the power of personal 
work? There can be no substitute 
for personal work, none at all. 

Elisha may send his servant 
Gehazi with the prophet’s own 
staff back yonder to the chamber 
where the dead boy lies, saying 
to his. servant, “Put my staff on 
that boy and see if it won't bring 
him to life,” and the instructions 


The Divine Master of life Him- 
self gave an emphasis to personal 
work beyond anything that I can 
describe in my simple discourse. 
Jesus preached His chiefest ser- 
mon on the new birth to just one 
man. My fellowmen, if Jesus 
thought it worthwhile to have just 
oe for His congregation, and 
‘here do His best work, surely 
the servant shall not be greater 
than his Master. And when Jesus 
came to preach His sermon on 
*ternal life, He preached it yonder 
to a woman at the well of Samar- 
ia—a poor drab of a woman 
about whose character the less 
said the better, and yet she had 
a soul that was to live forever, 
and when she came to that well to 
draw water therefrom, Jesus had 
His opportunity, and with words 
tactful and honest and faithful, 
He found His way to that woman’s 
conscience, and at the right time 
revealed Himself the forgiving 
Saviour to her. Jesus gave His 
best service for one soul. 

Listen to Him yonder as He 
tells the story of the shepherd 
leaving his ninety and nine sheep 
safely housed in the _ sheepcote. 
Ninety and nime of them were 
safe, but one was missing, and he 
left the ninety and nine safely 
housed in the sheepcote, and went 
out after that ‘missing sheep, over 
the hills and mountains, with his 
feet pierced by stones and thorns, 
searching, looking for that one 
missing sheep. Nor did he give 
up his quest until that sheep was 
found, and the shepherd brought 
it back arid put in the sheepcote 
with the others. What is Jesus 
saying in this pungent parable? 
“Oh, my church,” the compas- 
sionate Saviour says, “go out and 
seek earnestly until that lost sheep 
is found!” He is saying just that. 

Now, all experience and all ob- 
servation confirm the point 
I am seeking to make, that there 
can be no substitutes for personal 
work. How shall we save our 


may be carried out, but the boy 
will remain in the cold grip of 
death. Elisha the prophet himself 
must go, and stretch his own body, 
warm and pulsing, on the cold 
body of that dead boy. Elisha 
himself must make the impact of 
life upon that dead body. 


|churches? My fellow Christians, 
| there is one sure way, and that is 
|'that our churches be great life- 
|'saving stations to point lost sin- 
| ners to Christ. The supreme indict- 
i'ment that you can bring against 
'a church, if you are able in truth 


Praise the Lord—Help Is Coming! 


(Continued from page 1) 


heart. He gives regularly to this 
work. 

Another gift came this week for 
DOO, signated for various causes 
mentioned. One worker in the of- 
fice promised $100 and that is a 
sacrificial gift; another worker 
has turned in $50 for this Christ- 
mas offering. God is laying this 
on the hearts of the people and 
help is coming. 

Besides these needs in getting 
out the Gospel, we have a great 
need also for God to show us He is 
pleased with our efforts, our pray- 
ers, our tears, our faithfulness. I 
need evidence anew that God an- 
swers prayer, and will maintain 
this work as He has through the 
years. And I want assurance, too, 
that many of you godly Christians 
have the same burden as we have 
for this work, and by sacrificial 
scrimping and saving, will give to 
carry it on. 


cle 


I ask nothing for myself. We) 


have lived modestly, on offerings 
God’s people give us without tak- 
ing any income from Sword of the 
Lord Foundation. We simply ask 


that you who love this same 
and have the same burden 
| help us carry the load. 

| if you have been blessed through 
THE SworD OF THE LorRD, through 
our book ministry, or the radio 
broadcast, then according to Ga- 
latians 6:6, you will want to share 
with this work. “Let him that 
taught in the word communicate 


Work 
Will 


| 
| 


is 


unto him that teacheth in al 
things.” And the Scripture com- 
mands, “Bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ” (Gal. 6:2). Surely that 
not only means personal burdéns, 
but the burdens of the Lord's 


work. So we look for thousands of 
you to help us in a grand Christ- 
mas offering to the glory of Christ. 
Some will send gifts week by 
week; others will save up in one 
big gift. 

And of course we want each one 
to give only as Ged provides and 
as God leads. Will you pray about 
it? Address THE SWORD OF THE 
'Lorp, Box 420, Wheaton, Llinois. 
Here is a convenient coupon to 
/use when designating your Christ- 
'mas gift: 
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Work 


Christmas by making a love-gift 
ing fergiveness of my sins, His 
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made out for us, 
“Preach the preaching that I bid | 


that | 


Es 


to bring it, is that such chureh 
lacks in passion and compassion 
for human souls. A church is noth- 
ing better than an ethical club 
if its sympathies for lost souls 
do not overflow, and if it does 
not go out to seek to point lost 
souls to the knowledge of Jesus. 


A Practical Question 

But now I come to a practical 
question. How may you and I 
win sinners to Christ as did An- 
drew of old? That is entirely prac- 
tical. Let us focus our thoughts 
for a moment on the practical 
question, how may you and I, like 
Andrew, win people to Christ? 

First of all, let us magnify the 
Werd of God and its Author, the 
Divine Spirit Himself. The one is 
our sword, and the other is our 
power. We are to take this Word 
of Ged and we are to deliver 
to the lost world about us the 
message of this Word of God con- 
cerning Jesus.and the relation of 
humanity to Him. Our message is 
fortunately: 
thee.”’ 


“Preach the. word.’ The 


Word of God is to be proclaimed. | 
The Word of God is to be avowed. | 


The Word of God is to be declared. 
The Word of God 
The Word of God will take care of 
itself, if only it be faithfully pro- 
claimed. You and I are to 


out mincing or reservation, are 
to tell men everywhere that out- 
side of Jesus Christ they are lost, 
and shall never meet God in peace, 
if they are not forgiven by this 


Divine Saviour. We are to declare | 


that, and the Lord, m the power 
of His Spirit, shall apply and shall 
bring to pass such results as in 
His. wisdom and mercy He 
deemeth best. 

Nor is that all. As we give our- 
selves to the task of wimning souls 
to Christ, we are with all diligence 
and devotedness to seek the guid- 
ance and power of the Divine 
Spirit Himself at every step. He 
would guide and help us. You do 
not have to see the man tomorrow 
by yourself—that difficult 
The talk you are to have with 
him is not to be in your own 
strength alone. Beside you shall 
stand the omnific Saviour, and 


going with you shall be the coun-| 


is not bound. | 


come | 
with this Word of God, and with-| 


man. | 


sel and power of His Spirit. You); you responded, and what He said 


do not have to see that woman 
in your own poor, unaided wisdom. | 


to you, and what He did, and what 


you have seen and experienced of 


You are to do the best you can,| His grace and love in your own 


leaning on the Arm Everlasting, | 
and God's 
power clothed upon from His| 
Spirit shall accompany = your’ 
simple, honest effort. | 


Again, if you and I are to win/| 
people to Christ, then we are to’ 
use, like Andrew did, the power) 
of personal testimony. When An-| 
drew found his Saviour, he said, | 
“Brother, listen! I have found the | 


little life. Tell that experience to 


wisdom and God's | somebody without delay. 


The Power of Personal Leve 

But that is not all. There is no 
power human like the power of 
personal love, as we go out to win 
people to Christ. Oh, do we cane 
for the people round us who are 
lost? Do we really care? Of old 
there issued from the lips of one 


Messiah. Let me tell you about i§ orely pressed this plaintive cry, 


Him.” Then, with words that 
thrilled and burned, Andrew told 
his brother what he had tasted 
and seen and felt of—Jesus, the 
long-looked-for Messiah. 


what 


My fellow Christians, there is 


nothing else human quite so pow- | 


erful as the power of an earnest 
personal testimony concerning 
Jesus’ experience in your own 
life, as you tell somebody else 
what Jesus has been and con- 
sciously is to you yourself. You 
let some man in this audience 
come down this aisle and stand 
up and tell us, “This very day I 
have had definite dealings with 
G,od, and know it,” and every ear 
is alert to catch what he says. 
There is no power like the power 
of personal testimony. You can 
tell that neighbor or friend how 


you heard Christ’s voice, and how | 


we) Dynan! 
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WE ESCAPE? "2 


“No man cared for my soul.” Are 
there men and women in Fort 
Worth who, if we could get at 
they think, would say this 
to us: “They have their churches 
and their preachers and their 
Christians numbering many, but 
nobody ever cared for my soul’? 
Is there somebody in this com- 
munity, lost and groping like a 
blind man for the wall, not ready 
to die, not ready to live, who in 
truth could say to us, “I have lived 
these long years, but nobody ever 
said that he cared for my soul’? 
Make that impossible as _ these 
days pass. Go with your word of 
witnessing and pleading and love, 
and go without delay. 

There is nothing so powerful in 
all this world as the power of love. 
Everybody ought to 


know the 


(Continued on page 8) 
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en, His wonders among all os 
Write today for the International 
sent monthly without obligation. 


| reports independent 
presbyterian 
foreign missions 


New Readers’ 


Subscription $1.00 
Write 
BIBLICAL MISSIONS 


246 West Walnut Lane 
Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


Biblical Missions! 


Missions Directory 


a | 


AMERICAN INDIANS! 


You may help reach for 
in North America. 
Write for literature, information on secur- 
ing Indian-head banks, coin corrals, 
ers, authentic Indian exhibit. 
AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC, 
R. L. Gowan, Directo: 
South Dakota 


Indians 


Spean- 


Custer 
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Help to Reach Souls in Darkness 


Your prayers and gifts can 
aries in India, Philippines, Pakistan, Iran 
and E. Africa to give light to those that 
sit in darkness. Christian literature projects 


help mission- 


and Bible t®aining are essential. Write for 
free copy of ‘‘Eastern Challenge” on inter- 
esting reports direct from missionaries 


International Missions, Inc. 
234 Bercen Avenue Jersey City 5, N. J. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


More thon 25 missionaries—in India, Israel, 
Europe and across America—are giving the 
Gospel and material relief to Jews. Read 
thrilling reports on this work in our maga- 
zine ISRAEL MY GLORY. 


Write for your free copy 


1218-SW Chestnut 8t., 7th Floor 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
aids some 100,000 victims of leprosy with 
a spiritual medical and material ministry in 
268 treatment centers throughout the world. 
Write for literature and further information. 
President: OLIVER W. HASSELBLAD, M.D. 
297 Park Avenue South -New York 10, N.Y. 
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* 
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RURAL EVANGELISTIC MISSION 


OF NEW MEXICO, INC 
Box 1006-B Gallup, New Mexico 
An Evangelistic, Scriptural Ministry among 
the Navajo Indians 
@® Evangelism and Bible etudy program. 
@® Home for newlected Indian children. 
® Christain publications department. 
@® Material needs for the needy. 
Your prayers and support appreciated, 


Literature on request. 
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The Scott Mission, Inc. 
“GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD...” 


P le from almost all the world 
to The Scott Mission. 

On one Saturday night eleven national- 
ites were present at the service. 

A Ministry of Evangelism and Relief. 

A Faith Work—-Strongly Evangelical 


REV. M. ZBIDMAN, Director 
502 Spadina Avenue Toronto 4, Canada 


come 


EUROPEAN 
Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


Preaching in eleven countries in Europe. 
Millions there have never heard of the Bible 
and know not what the new birth or the 
Gospel mean. Help us give them the Word 
of God now. 
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1 ry . i 
FILL OUT COUPON AND MAIL TODAY! 
§ Dept. M-110, The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Blinois ' 
Please send me information on the Missions checked below. . 
! ) American Board of Missions to [} Friends of Israel Missionary and 1 
! the Jews, Inc. Relief Society, Inc. ' 
' American Indian Mission, Inc. [} International Gospel League ‘ 
' Americen Lep Missions, Inc. i rnati Missions, Inc. ‘ 
’ Biblical Missions |} Rural Evangelistic Mission of ! 
4 idren's Bible Mission New Mexico, Inc. ‘ 
: _—— Evangelistic Orusade, [) Scott Mission, Inc. ' 
° ' 
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Page Six 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Dear Friends: 

Long after the Christmas decorations are 
gone, and Bud’s toy train has lost its wheels, and Ann’s doll no 
longer has its hair, and Aunt Sara’s scarf is faded, and Dad’s slippers 
are run down at the heels, and Mom’s gadget refuses to work, and the 
cake the Pastor got is just a memory—great Christian books will 
still be a powerful influence to high resolves and holy ambitions. If 
you give just “things” for Christmas, they wear out. If you give 


books used of God, you give an eternity of blessing. 


(;ood books are a boon under the Christmas 
tree. They express good taste and real respect and affection on the 
part of the giver, and they are a vital source of joy and edification 
to the recipient. They’re easy to wrap, too! But these books are more 
than just good books—they are among the best available in Christian 
literature. Recommended by Christian leaders all over America; read 


with blessing and joy by thousands of Christians, 


We suggest that you choose your gifts from 
Dr. Rice’s books displayed here. He feels as we do—that Christmas 
should be a special time of getting out the message that the Saviour 
came to proclaim. All these books are packed with evangelistic fire 
that has stirred hearts all over the country. Make this Christmas your 
opportunity to get the Gospel into the hands of your unsaved loved 


ones and cold-hearted Christians. Make this Christmas count! 


Sincerely, 


Mile lW/abder 


Why did 180,000 people buy 


PRAYER: 
Asking and 
Receiving? 


Why? Because here Dr. Rice 
shows God’s way to yet your 
prayers answered! Practical, 
brimming with personal stories of 
answered prayer, and full of 
Scriptures, it opens a whole new 


I Love Christmas 


Suppose someone comes to ob- 
ject to Christmas. Can you an- 
swer their questions? Why cele- 
brate Christmas? Doesn’t Crist- 
mas mean “Christ’s Mass’? Is 
December 25 a former heathen 
holiday? Are Christmas trees de- 
nounced in the Bible? Is there 
any way to observe Christmas 
without telling the Santa Claus 
lie? All these questions answered 
in the first chapter! 


world! This book tells how to 

An ideal GIFT book! The pray in God's will, shows hind- 

seven stirring sermons are: rances to prayer, answers ques- 
tions. 

I Love CHRISTMAS ; “This book ... is one of the 


THE SHEPHERDS CHRISTMAS; 
GIFTS OF THE WIsE MEN; 

No Room For JEsus; 
IMMANUEL—‘“Gop WitH Us”; 
THE Vircin-Born SAVIOUR; 
WONDERFUL JEsus! 


Ideal for Sunday School teach- 
ers, preachers—in fact, the nicest 
present for anybody this Christ- 
mas. Hard binding, 114 pages, 


$2. 


most interesting, refreshing, and 
concluswe works on Prayer we 
have ever consulted.’”—The late 
Dr. H. A. Ironside. 


“Do you want your faith re- 
vived and courage strengthened, 
your vision Clarified, your heart 
enlarged and your prayer life 
lifted to a high spiritual plane? 
Then read this book.’—Moody 
Monthly. 

Bound in royal blue binding, 
328 pages, 21 chapters, $3. 


Immanuel— 


“God With Us”’ 


“Appeals to me as much, or more than 
anything I have ever read from the pen 
of this good man and great preacher,” 
said Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. Six wonderful 
chapters on the Saviour’s birth, incar- 
nation, His forgiveness, His return, His 
coronation, and His invitation. 157 pages, 
scarlet cloth binding. $1.75. AN IDEAL 
GIFT. 


Is Jesus God? 


A “must” book for young people in our day of religious con- 
fusion. When our youth are faced in school with evolution, atheism 
and kindred philosophies, then faced in church with modernism, 
skepticism and other forms of religious infidelity, they need this 
type of book to keep their feet on the ground with a positive faith. 
A book every Christian should have on hand for ready reference; 
every preacher should master thoroughly. 205 pages, six tremendous 


chapters. $2.50. 
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‘“‘And God Remembered... ”’ 


Favorites of 7 years of sermons in THE Sworp, they will be your 
favorites, too. Sermon titles: “And God Remembered”; ‘Tears in 
Heaven”—startling, but Bible-proved truth; “Behold the Man!’— 
sweet encouragement that Christ is man as well as God; “Where 
Is the Lord God of Elijah?”—to strengthen your faith; “Exceeding 
Abundantly Able God”—about a miracle-working God who wants to 


give us all we need and more; and “The Torn Veil’—to help you 
grasp the depth of meaning in the Saviour’s death. 123 pages of 


blessing, beautiful gift volume. $1.50. 


A Know-So Salvation 


Shows plainly how to get sal- 
vation, how to know it, how to 
keep it. 

Chapter titles: “A Know-So 
Salvation,” “At the Last,” “The 
Seven Saddest Sayings for Sin- 
ners,” “A New Heart,” “Cross- 
ing the Deadline,” ““The Young 
Man Who Made Up His 
Mind,” “Almost Persuaded,” and 
“Today!” Wonderful gift for an 
unsaved friend, 192 pages, $2.50. 


(riving 

Shows the joy of giving, an- 
swers questions about tithing, 
whether God requires it; how to 
give. The troublesome question of 
“storehouse tithing” is covered 
thoroughly. 13 chapters, 176 
pages. Countless Christians will 
not only be better Christians but 
will learn the secret of pros- 
perity, learn to walk by faith, 
find a great new joy in taking 
God into daily partnership. 176 
pages, $1.95. 


Sword Book of Treasures 


21 gems of Christian literature, the cream of articles published 
in THE SworD OF THE Lorp, by 18 beloved authors, 352 pages, $3. 


The Power of 
Pentecost 


A Bible manual dealing with the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. Clearest 
Bible teaching on the subject since the 
days of Moody and Torrey. Answers 
kindly but thoroughly the teachings of 
ultradispensationalists, perfectionists, 
the modern tongues movement and 
other heresies. 15 thrilling chapters 
unfolding the key to God’s power for 
your life! Dr. Billy Graham listed this 
as one of the ten most influential books 
in his ministry and called it “the best 
coverage of the Holy Spirit I have ever 
read,” 

Beautifully bound, carefully indexed, 
441 large pages, $3.50. 


God’s Cure for Anxious Care 


The most beautiful book we have published. A gift book to 
comfort and revive. Nine great chapters to kill worry and bring 
peace and assurance and faith. Beautiful gift edition. 127 pages, $2. 
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The King of the 


Jews 


Over 500 thrilling pages. This book, at 
fling cost to you, can immeasurably ble: 
d help your minister with ‘his messages. Th 


pastor who gets this book will surely rise u 
and call the giver blessed! 


Here is a complete, verse-by-verse con 


mentary on the Gospel according to Matthev 
This is exactly the kind of commentary goo 
pastors are always trying, usually not vei 
successfully, to find—scholarly, exhaustiv 
evangelistic, fundamental’ and helpful in tk 
hard places. Not an issue dodged in the enti 
book! 


Dr. R. G. Lee savs: “A really wonderft 


commentary ... Of all the commentaries a 
Matthew’s gospel that I have read and studie 
during the years I have been a pastor, I mu: 


say this is, for me, the best.” 


A blessed, blessed ‘gift for pastor, studen 


Sunday School teacher—just anybody inte: 
ested in the study of God’s Word. 504 page 
$4.50. 


Twelve Tremendous 
Themes 


Do you want to do good with your Chris 


mas giving? Then here”is an.ideal book fc 
you to give your loved ones. Dr. Robert ‘ 
Lee wrote the introduction and said of it, “Wi: 
do unmeasurable good.” The volume cor 
bines profound scholarship, deep devotion ar 
evangelistic zeal to make an outstanding a 
in building strong Christians. The doctrin 
discussed are indicated from the followi) 
chapter titles: 


1, 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


6. 


Verbal 
the Bib 


Scientific Accuracy of 
the Bible Proven 


The Universal Malady, 
Sin 


Inspiration of 
le 


Double Theme of 
the Prophets 


“Paul’s Gospel” 
‘Kingdom Gospel” 


The Love of the Spirit 


All 


or 


7. 


12. 
248 big pages. Clothbound, $2.50. 


. “Churches” 


Can a Saved Pers 
Ever Be Lost? 


. Sunday or Sabbath? 
. Is There Literal, Phy 


cal Fire in Hell? 


. Is the Torment in H 
Eternal ? 


and +7 
Church”’ 
Jesus May Come Tod: 


Friday, November 25, 1960 THE SWORD OF THE 


fhristmas Giving— 


LORD Page Seven 


Give a 


Scofield Reference Bible 


The Sword of the Lord recommends a Scofield Reference 
Bible for Christmas. One of the finest gifts for pastors, evan- 
gelists, Bible teachers, good Christians. No other Reference 

needy Bible is as accurate and as scholarly in its notes, as sound 
| igi / ae, and thorough in its Bible teaching, 
|. Haein. * as practical and usable for either 
| gt Children the scholar or the ordinary Chris- 

cance are! tian, as is the Scofield Reference 
fee Bible. 

The one we have chosen to offer 
for Christmas is large size, speci- 
men type below, No. 183X. It has a 
secret formula India paper, the 
thinest Bible paper in the world. 
Easy to carry. There are maps, 
definitions, a suggested date and 
chronology of the Bible on every 
page, subject index, concordance, 
and other helps that are the finest 


» «es 


e%n +74 
“a 6. @* 
‘ 


<e in the world. % inches thick. 
0 French morocco, half circuit, round 
Se corners, red under gold edges. (For 
te or family records specify F.R.). Only 
id roe $16.50, 
's # 


Cx AX 


ses % | 18 4He that believeth on him is/>Or./ 
reese not condemned: but he that believ- = 


atte 
x 


7. 
J 


@ 
xX . 
* © 
. 
- 
> e'e* 


> ; 
°. o*e”, 
> +e 
> 


Seeking A 
City 


A Christian novel written to 
inspire the mature Bible student 
and intrigue the teen-ager. 


What It Costs to Be a Good Christian 


ought to be in the hands of every single Christian, and Christmas 
is an ideal time to distribute it. This makes a gift that will be deeply 
appreciated and long remembered while at the same time one which 
will build real Christian character for the receiver. 

The titles of the 7 searching chapters are: 

1. WuHaT It Costs To Be A Goop CHRISTIAN; 2. OUTSIDE THE GATE 
WITH Jesus; 3. LEAvENG ALL FoR JESUS; 4. HOME SWEET HOME; 
5. WHAT THE BIBLE IS TO THE CHRISTIAN; 6. WHAT THE CHRISTIAN 
SHOULD Do WITH HIs BIBLE; AND 7, DAVID AND BATH-SHEBA. 

223 pages of Bible blessing. Don't be surprised if those to whom 
you. give this. book far Christmas keep thanking you all during the 


Rush your order immediately to 
Sword of the Lord, Box 420, Whea- 


ton, Illinois. 


Man Sent 
From God 


The life story of John R. Rice 
by R. L. Sumner. Gives a per- 
sonal insight into the background, 
the early life, the character, the 
romance, the hardships, contro- 
versies, and accomplishments of 
this man sent from God—John 
R. Rice. $3.50. 


The Angel's 
Christmas Message 


by Dr. 
bit more than 


Rice costs just a wee 
a nice Christmas 
card, but it will be read and 
treasured by those to whom you 
send it. This lovely little book tells 
the thrilling story of the events 
surrounding Jesus’ birth. Spark- 
ling crystallon cover, presentation 
page, mailing envelope. 30c each, 
7 for $2, 20 for $5, or 100 for $25. 


ee 


An Entire Library for $8 


p A panoramic unfolding of the coming year! $2.50 
life of Abraham. What was the ' 
unrelenting urgency which drove An excellent Christmas gift for preachers, teachers, 
him out of his homeland with his ° ; THE HOME: Sunday School workers, soul winners—59% choice pamph- 
00k, at a sister-bride, Sarah? Did he mis- Soul Winner s ° lets on important themes, by Dr. John R. Rice, unless 
ably bless understand God’s promise of a Fire ° ° indicated 
sages, The son? What was his responsibility Courtship, Marriage There are 59 pamphlets altogether, 24 to 40 
ly rise up toward his money-minded neph- _ Eight chapters to arouse concern for , pages, size 514 x 714. 25c each, or 5 for $1, or 30 for $5. 
ew, Lot? How much did he sinners and give people the zeal and and Children You may have all 59. for $8.00 (about 1314¢ each). 
understand about the coming power for soul winning. This book has ; ’ 
erse com- ‘Saviour? Your heart will burn made over many ministers, has been a , 7 IDEAL GIFTS FOR ANY CHRISTIAN. 
Matthew,  25.You follow Abraham's restless — source of blessing and power to hundreds A practical Bible manual on All Have Sinned Hindrances to Prayer 
‘ _ search for the city “whose maker of Christians. Every Sunday School teacher, the home. Answers the problems All Satan’s Apples Have Worms How Great Soul Winners Were 
itary good and builder is God,” and you will every preacher ought to have it. Beauti- of young people anticipating mar- Backslider, The Filled With the Holy Spirit 
not very find a longing in your own heart, —fylly clothbound. 114 pages, price $1.50. riage, discusses carefully and Banquet Invitation How Jesus, Our Pattern, Was 
xhaustive, as Abraham did, to become the scripturally the relationships of Biggest, Meanest Crook in the Filled — the Spirit 
ful in the friend of God. husbands and wives. Gives spe- World, The (R. L. Sumner)  J¢hoshaphat’s Sin 


the entire 


wonderful 
ntaries on 


A novel written for all. The 
tender love story will appeal to 
the young; the historic back- 
ground will interest the prac- 
tical-minded; the spiritual sig- 


cific, detailed advice on rearing 


The Scarlet Sin 


The only volume of Dr. Rice’s 
sermons printed word for word, 
just as preached in power in 
great revival services over the 


children of the Lord, Sunday 
School Times recommends, “It is 
probably one of the best and most 
complete discussions of these 
topics from the Bible viewpoint 


Blight of Booze (R. L. Sumner) 
Bloody Hands 
Can a Saved Person Ever Be 
Lost? 
Christian and War, The 
(R. L. Moyer) 


Last Judgment of the Unsaved 
Dead 

Lot 

Missing God’s Last Train 

Neglect, Shortest Way to Hell 

Negro and White 


. nificance will enthrall the ex- th enc Never Al Never Forsake 
nad studied . : nation, They Carry e urg . y _. 2” 22 chapters. 381 aves. an Christmas Pageant Never one, ever Forsaken 
yr, I So wR NRT S of soe Se Seer eat id 1 ift gage Mery Christ Is Coming, Signs or No Our God-Breathed Book, The 
ir, £ must Seeki City handles great ‘Style of this evangelist's fruitful ideal gift, $3. Signs Bible 

mrs. > y er preaching. Some of his very best a P ; Rebellious Wives and Slack 
truths with a reverent, yet COM- coermons are included here such Christ’s Literal Reign = -axoedt ves and Slacke1 
- student, ™mon touch—simply, still vividly as: “All of Satan's Apples Have | Church Members Who Make usbands 
. e ’ and beautifully portrayed. A won- Worms,” “The Worth of a IZ God Sick Religious But Lost 
ly inter- derful book to give the unsaved a -_ PRE ie ggg Ox 21 Churches and the Church Saved for Certain 
! , Sin.” autiful scarie cipli Seeing Him Who Is Invisib! 
04 pages, Jewish friends, Sunday School binding, gold stamped lettering, i / Cl : re and Discipline of wp rly s Invisible 
— ee Sx we ee eauli ” rist- Courtship and Petting Sermon From a Catholic Bible 
$3. ae r d Crossing the Deadline Spectators at the Cross 
mas aras free David and Bath-sheba Storehouse Tithing 
Divorce, The Wreck of Marriage Sunday or Sabbath 
UES An easy to understand, scriptural, con- with $ 45 rela ‘f Double Curse of Booze, The oe Children (C. H. 
vincing, exhaustive study on... Eight Gospel Absurdities pesntegeine 
d. f S d Finnish Gold Story, The irae ce oe 
. order oO wor : : ey say im Crazy 
ur Christ- The Comin¢ (S. D. cer inongd om (Wilfrid Meloon) 
book for ; f f p f }} / eee B ni r * mca Tobacco: Is Its Use a Sin? 
Robert G. ki ( of Christ OORS. u Urry. Ful ness 0 aoe Spir es Trailed by a Wild Beast 
of it, “Will in Om Giving Your Way to Prosperity Unequal Yoke, The 
ime com- ee og Lost—Bad Man Verbal Inspiration 
jotion and Written for these times! Needed as was What Is a Jehovah’s Witness? 
nding aia never before. One of the greatest con- Healing in Answer to Prayer (John Wimbish) 
wba tributions to the field of literature con- Hell—What the Bible Says What Will Happen When Jesus 
doctrines cerning the coming of the Lord in many A le S O if pean tes . pete py — 
following years. Scholarly, profound, but amazing- d : 


aved Person 
ost ? 


ly simple and clear! Interesting through- 
out and filled with careful and thorough 
Bible teaching. It is a “must” book for 
all who are interested in this subject. 


High Cost of Revival, The 


Why Preach Against Sin? 


Add postage and handling (see rates listed on 


pekeeth 2 Every Christian should read it carefully Compiled by John R. Rice, 153 coupon, page 8). 
gy Physi- and prayerfully. poems with a Christian message. 
2 ? 


ment in Hell 


COL. REV. F. J. MILES, D.S.O., D.D., International Secretary 
Russian Missionary Society: “. . . It is the greatest collation of Scrip- 


A fine book for the pastor’s study. 
Sunday Schoo] teachers and other 
Christian workers will be happy 


Rush orders now to avoid Christmas delays. 


* and “The ture on its themes that has been compiled since John Wilkinson ' 
issued ‘Israel My Glory’ over half a century ago... .” a eg gone r yt apg ooo | ’ Ai 
a ee Fifteen great chapters, 202 pages. Beautifully clothbound. An ideal themes. A lovely gift for friends SWORD OF THE LORD Box 420 Wheaton, Illinois 


Christmas gift, $2.50. 


and loved ones. $1.00 


Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 25, 1960 


A Quest for Souls 


(Continued from page 5) 


thirteenth chapter of I Corinthians 
by heart, and in its gracious spirit 
every one of us ought to live 
every day: “Though I speak with 
the tongues of men and angels, 
and have not love, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cym- 
bal.”” Do we love lost sinners? Do 
we care for the young men about 
us who are coasting the downward 
road? Do we care for the people 
whose toil is rigorous and whose 
lot in life is hard? Do we care 
for businessmen and professional 
men who are side-stepping with 
reference to the supreme things, 
namely, the things of God and 
the soul and eternity? Do we 
love these people well enough to 
go to them and earnestly and 
alone say to them, “Is it well 
with your soul?” 

There is no power in human life 
like the power of love. The prayer 
that the psalmist of old prayed 
is the prayer that you and I ought 
to pray: “Enlarge my heart.” 
did not pray that his head might 
be enlarged. “Enlarge my heart,” 
for out of the heart are the issues 
of life. 

One of the most heart-moving 
conversions that I have 
known I witnessed years ago in 
my eity during the holiday period 
in midwinter. There reached me 
the message that a little Sunday 
School boy in one of our mission 
Sunday Schools had been accident- 
ly shot by his little neighbor 
friend. I hurried to the humble 


ever | 


home as fast as I could go, and 1. 


found the unconscious little 
low: in the hands of two skillful 
doctors, as they sought to diagnose 
the case. 

After a 


while, when they had 


finished their diagnosis and treat- | 


fel- | 


| loved 


men, I asked them what of the)! 
case, and they said, “He will not! 
live. The shot is unto death.” I 
asked them if he would recover) 


consciousness, and they answered 
that he might—that he might live 
two or three days, or he might 
not lve until morning. 

I went back the next day, for 
this first day the boy’s father was 
in the stupor of a terrible drunk. 
A greathearted and kindly father 


(Oh, the tragedy that many of 
these bighearted, capable men 
allow their lives thus to be 


cajoled and cheated and destroyed 
by some evil habit!) 


I went back the next day, and 
the father was sobering up. He 
was a fine workman in a harness 
and saddlery establishment. He 
was sobering up, and the agony 
of his case was something pitiful 
to behold. He would walk the 
floor, and then he would pause, 
as the tears fell from his face, 
while he looked on that little suf- 
fering boy, nine or ten years of 
age. I sat down beside the boy 
and waited for awhile, and pres- 
ently the child opened hig eyes, 
and the little fellow was conscious. 
His eyes were intelligent. His lips 
moved as he spoke my name, for 


ihe had frequently heard me speak 


in the mission where he went to 
the Sunday School. I bent over 
him, and the father came and 
sobbed and laughed as he observed 
the consciousness that had come 
to his little boy. 


And the father stroked the 


He | little fellow’s face, and kissed him 


with all the affection of a mother, 
and said, as he laughed and cried, 
“My little man is better, and he 
will soon be well.” 

The little face was clouded as 
he feebly whispered, saying, “No, 
Papa; I will not get well.” 

And then the father protested, 
as he said, “You will get well, 
and I will be a good man, and I 
will change my ways.” 

The little fellow’s face was 
clouded, and he kept trying to say 
something, and I reached for the 
man to bend over to catch it, and 
this is what we did catch, after 
awhile: “When I am gone, Papa, 
I want you to remember that I 
you, even if you did get 
drunk.” 


thousand times sweeter than that 
to tell you. God’s only begotten 
Son ‘loved you well enough to 
come down from Heaven and die 
for you, Himself the just, for you 
the unjust, that He might bring 
you to God. Won’t you yield your 
wasting, sinful life to Him, utterly 
and honestly, and let Him save 
you His own divine way?” 

And then and there he made 
the great surrender. 


You should slip into one of our 
prayer meetings some night when 
the men and women talk about 
what Christ has done for them, 
and one of the most appealing and | 
powerful testimonies you would 
ever hear is the testimony of this 
harness workman, as he stands 
up, always with tears on his face, 
to tell you that love brought him 
home when everything else had 
failed. They criticized him be- 
cause he drank. They scolded him 
because he drank. They railed at 
him because he drank. They pelted 
him with harsh words because he 
drank. But a little boy said, “Papa, 
I love you even if you do get 
drunk,” and love won the day 
when everything else had faijled. 

Oh, my fellowmen, when every- 
thing else shall fail, “Love never | 
faileth.” Do you love these lost| 
men and women of Fort Worth? | 
Then, I pray you, in the great. 
Master’s name, go and tell them | 
that you care for them, and tell 
it before another sun shall sink 
to rest in the far west tomorrow 
evening. 

Long enough have I talked, but 
I gather up as best I can all I' 
should say for a final moment of | 
appeal. Here it is: Oh, my fellow | 
Christians, let us see to it that 
you and I, like Andrew, do our 


| best to win people to Christ! What | 


' 
| 


|argument shall I marshal to get) 


us to do that thing right now, | 


— 


you shall neglect him, and he shall 
die in his sins when you might 
have won him, then it shall turn 
out that you are your brother's 
spiritual murderer. Men can _ be 
killed by neglect. Women can be 
killed by neglect. 


A while ago there was con- 
demned to death in England a 
notorious criminal, one of the 
hardest in all the records of crime. 
Minister after minister sought to 
get into his cell before the man’s 
execution to talk to such man 
about God and the hereafter, but 
he steadfastly refused to see any 
minister. Presently one somehow 
got into the cell, and began to talk 
with him, and the poor man, con- 
demned to be executed tomorrow, 
realized that he was talking at 
last with a minister of the Gospel. 
The minister brought to bear 
his mightiest appeal to that man 
to turn to God, even in those last 
waiting hours. The man was stolid 
and was utterly indifferent, and 
presently the minister said to the 
man, “Don’t you realize that in 
a few hours more your life shall 
be taken and you shall be in an- 
other worid?” 

He said, “Quite well, sir, do I 
realize that my life will be taken, 
but whether there is another 
world or not, I do not know, and 
I have not any concern about 
that.” 

And then the minister urged and 
remonstrated and pleaded, and at 
last the condemned man rose up 
and said to him, “Sir, if I believed 
like you say, that a man dying 
without Christ is lost, and shall 
be lost forever—if I believed that 
and had your chance, I would 


crawl on my knees to tell the} 
men of England before it is too) 
late to repent of their sins and | 
turn to God.” | 

Oh, do we believe it, that these 


That sentence broke the father’s| and to get us to do that thing;men and women about us, and 


heart. He left the room, unable 
to tarry any longer. A few minutes 
later, I found him lying prone 
upon his face, there upon the 
eround, behind the little cottage, 
sobbing with brokenness of heart. 
I got down by him and sought 
to comfort and help him. And he 
said, “Sir, after my child loves 
me like that, oughtn’t I to 
straighten up and be the right 
kind of a man?” 


he was, too, when he was sober.! I said, “I have a story ten 
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as we never did it before, and to/'| 
get us to do that thing these 


the dear young people under our 
own roofs, and the devoted hus- 


| . . . . . 
|'passing days, linking our lives! bands beside whom walk gentle, 


with God: with a devotion, and} 
giving ourselves with a humility) 
and a personal appeal such as we} 
never knew before? What argu- 
ments shall I marshal to get us 
to do that right now? Shall I 
talk about duty? Then this is our 
first duty. And what a great word 
that word duty is!"“Robert E. Lee 
was right, that matchless man of 
the South, when he wrote to his 
son, saying, “Son, the great word is 
duty.” Shall I talk about duty? My 
fellow Christians, your duty and 
mine, primal, fundamental, pre- 
eminent, supreme, tremendously 
urgent, is that we shall tell these 
around us that we want them 
saved. 

Shall I talk about happiness? 
Oh, was there ever another happi- 
ness on this earth comparable to 
this—the hearing from the lips 
of some soul the glad confession 
that you had said the word te 
win such soul to Christ? There is 
ne happiness on this earth com- 
parable to that. 

Shall I talk about responsibil- 
ity? What shall I say about re- 
sponsibility? Your responsibility 
and mine for these souls about 


us lost is a responsibility big 
enough to stagger God’s arch- 
angel. You are your brother's 


keeper. What if you neglect him. 


and he shall die in his sins? If 
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Christian wives—do we believe 
that these men are lost, and that 
these young people are lost? Do 
we believe it? Then, I pray -you, 
even as I summon myself, let us 
go to them in the right spirit, 
pleading with God to teach us, to 
empower us, to enable us to plead 
that now, before the day is gone, 
they may repent of sin and be 
saved forever. 

My message is done when I 
shall have asked one question. 
Mark it: Do these Christian men 
and women listening to me to- 
night, down in their hearts really 
wish that sinners shall be saved 
during these days of special meet- 


ings? Probably hundreds here 
present answer me back, “Sir, 


that is our deep wish, that sinners 
may be saved.” But I am going 
to make it stronger than that. 
Do these Christian men 
women listening to me this 
Wednesday night say, “Sir, I 
promise you, yea, sir, I promise 
God, and in the presence of God 
and of angels and men, I declare 
my promise; not only do I desire 
to see simners saved in these spe- 
cial meetings, but I will try my- 
self, frail as I am and weak as 
I am—I will try myself, like An- 
drew, to win somebody to Christ’? 
Do you say, “That is my wish, 
sir, and that is my purpose, God 
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helping me’? Hveryone who says 
that, stand to your feet. 


The Closing Prayer 
Give us thy counsel and com- 
fort, our Father, this hour, when 
our hearts have been searched 
by thy Word of truth, and_ in 
these last moments ere we 
separate, we make our appeal to 


Thee, that we may translate into . 


life, into power, into action, this 
message from thy Book this night. 
How we rejoice that many in 
this presence stand, quietly and 
humbly but courageously, to say 
that they not only desire to see 
sinners saved, but, what is of far 
more meaning, they purpose, look- 
ing to Thee, O God, to help them, 
to strive personally to win others 
to Christ im the hours and days 
just before us. O Divine Spirit, 
rest Thou upon every head and 
heart, and be on every tongue, and 
send ws to the right persons, and 
give us to speak what and as we 
ought to speak to them concerning 
their personal salvation. Go Thou 
before us, and prepare the heart 
that we shall speak to, and open 
the understanding, and make the 
soul to be concerned by Thine own 
life-giving touch, Thine own 
spiritual illumination. Our graci- 
ous Father, let these days be days 
when preachers and laymen, when 
parents and children, when Chris- 
tians of every age and name, shall 
personally dedicate their very 
best to win the people to Christ. 
Let this be the time when the 
people all about us, of all conditions 
and classes and needs shall have 
brought home to them the all im- 
portant truth that to live with- 
out God is to live vainly, is to 
miss the true end of being. Let 
the truth, terrible and sure, be 
written like fire in every con- 
science, that to live contrary to 
the will of God is to come to de- 
feat and death. And let this be a 
time when, on the right hand and 
on the left, men and women and 
children shall. come with honest, 
earnest, and complete surrender 
of their lives to Christ. 
The grace of the Lord 

Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Nine 


“Is God Joking?” 


(Continued from page 1) 


abyss some four hundred feet deep. 
At one time this bridge was con- 
demned as unsafe. Later it was 
reported that the mighty span 
had been so strengthened as to 
meet safety requirements, It was 
necessary one night for a man 
to cross the bridge in order to con- 
sult with a physician. Suddenly as 
he started across, he was afraid. 
He thought within himself, 
“Should I believe the first report, 
that it is unsafe; or the second, 
that it has been made safe?” The 
man said it was urgent, He had 
to decide at once. It was then that 
he put his trembling faith in the 
bridge and crossed in safety. 


Some of the works of man may 
fail, but God’s Word never fails. 
Man may give his promise regard- 
ing certain matters and be en- 
tirely untrue, but God is always 
true. Come with your doubts unto 
the Lord, but go away with your 
heart reassured that His Word is 
true. 

Now, the Lord Jesus gives us 
promises regarding prayer. These 
we are to believe. We are to ask 
and seek and knock and rest up- 
on Him. 


Again, the Lord encourages us 
to pray. Think of the many places 
in the Word of God where ‘encour- 
agement is given for man to come 
with his needs. As a matter of 
fact, every person who ever came 
to Jesus received help, that is, 
every person who came with hu- 
mility of heart and a desire to re- 
ceive assistance. There were some 
of the high and mighty Pharisees 
who were not helped by Jesus be- 
cause they came critically, but 
whenever a poor sinner would 
come to the Saviour, he was sure 
of receiving aid. 

So it is with us when we come 
to pray. Our Lord is ready to help 
us. He does not joke about prayer. 


II. He Does Not Joke 
About Faith 
It was Christ who said, “Have 
faith in God.” 


The’ disciples often came to Je- 
sus and desired to have a bolster- 
ing of their faith. At one time the 
apostles came and said, “Lord, in- 
crease our faith.” And the Lord 
gave this answer, “If ye had faith 
as a grain of mustard seed; ye 
might say unto this sycamine tree, 
Be thou plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in the sea; 
and it should obey you” (Luke 
17:6). 

What is our Saviour doing? He 
is simply exhorting us to believe 
in Him, and to know that He will 
never fail. He is also telling us 
that it is not the quantity but the 
quality which is important. A grain 
of mustard seed is very small. But, 
if we have faith, though it be 
small, we can do_ tremendous 
things. Mountains of difficulty can 
be removed if we believe in God. 

Have faith in God in the dark- 
est hours of your life. There come 
times when shadows are pressing 
in upon you, when all seems 
against you. This is the time to be- 
lieve in God and to rest wholly up- 
on Him and His Word. 

I was reading the story about a 
farmer who had toiled long and 
hard putting hay into the barn. 
When the barn was filled, there 
broke out a fire. The hay was 
burning and the farmer was in 
despair. But as he thought of the 
fire, he looked around him and 
saw many swallows driven from 
their nests by the fire. They were 
flying frantically about, so close 
to the flames their feathers were 
almost singed. Then they would 
fly back, trying to save their 
homes and their little ones. As 
the farmer saw this, he was 
strangely stirred by it and ex- 
claimed, “At least I have my 
home! I have my loved ones! I 
have my Heavenly Father! I will 
build another barn and better days 
will come again.” And he no longer 
despaired. 

Perhaps you have come to the 
place where it seems that every- 
thing is lost. Then remember you 
still have God and His promises 
and you can rest upon the Lord in 
the time of deepest need. 

Again, have faith in God when 
all seems against you. There may 
be adversities on every hand. Op- 
position may come from strange 
sources, but believe God and go 
forward. 

Again, have faith in God when 
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the way seems impossible, Go on 
—“if God be with -you.” Rest in 
Him and He will never fail. 


Now, let us remember that God 
does not joke about faith. The 
disciples saw their need of in- 
creased faith and the Lord said 
to them, “If ye had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed .. .” then 
tremendous things could be done. 
Believe God. Rest in His Word 
and move forward by faith. 


III, He Does Not Joke 
About Sin 


Many may laugh about sin. but 
God does not. Sin is a fearful 
and tragic and awful result of dis- 
obedience. Nowhere in this Word 
can you find one single light ex- 
pression regarding sin. It is la- 
mentable that around our city 
there are those who laugh at evil 
doings. They seem to think that it 
is smart to do that which is risque 
and doubtful. But not so with our 
God. He is against sin and sin is 
against Him. 

First, remember that sin is 
against God. From the Garden of 
Eden to the present time it has 
been so. When man sinned in the 
garden, he was driven from that 
place. Why? Because he had dis- 
obeyed God. He had sinned. He had 
transgressed the law of God. 

Second, remember that sin has 
fearful results in the humam life. 
Take your Bible and read the story 
of the Israelites and see the things 
which happened to them because 
of sin. A man may be a Samson. 
strong in body, but sin will bring 
him down. Yea, sin will bring him 
to the tragic end of life. even as 


it did in the case of Samson. Do 
not imagine for a single moment 
that you can escape the ravages 
of sin. Walk through the streets 
of our cities and see the poor dere- 
licts who wander about with faces 
lined by sin, bodies given over to 
sinful practices. See them at thirty 
years of age who look like men 
and women of seventy § and 
seventy-five. The price of sin is 
awful. 

Again, sin has eternal conse- 
quences, ‘This Bible says, “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.” This 


Word says, “The wages of sin is | 
death.” Not only does sin take its | 


toll from human life in this pres- 
ent day, but sin has eternal re- 
sults. 

Therefore, let everyone beware 


of sin. Turn from it. Avoid it. 
Treat it as our Lord would treat 
it. 

Don’t sin today, for remember 
sin has a way of haunting us in 
future years. Jacob thought to 
himself that twenty years would 
be long enough to dull Esau’s 
memory of what he had done to 
him, yet Jacob had not forgotten 
his sin and Esau had not forgot- 
ten. 


years from now, yea, 
seventy years from now, when con- 


Even as I speak, some of you 
have memories reaching into the 
past, drawing out the events of 
bygone days. Sometimes your 
memory lays hold upon events of 
the past which have long since 
been forgotten by the Lord. But 
at the same time they are remem- 
bered by you. 


Beware of sin! Hate it, despise 
it, and turn from it! Let all sin 


| be counted the same in your sight. 
Sin and remorse are not subject | 


to time. They are ageless. The sin | 
that a man commits today, twenty | 
fifty or| 


IV. Our Saviour Does Not 
Joke About Hell 


Here is a teaching rejected by 


science and memory bring it back|™Many, and yet the one who re- 


to him, will be as fresh as it was 
_twenty minutes after he commit- 
| ted the sin, 


| jects the teaching of Hell will have 


to reject the loving Saviour. It was 
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Page Eleven 


The Deception of 


(Continued from page 1) 


his faith failed more than once. 
Hie even doubted God’s promise to 
give to Sarah and him a son, and 
he married the Egyptian girl, 
Hagar, in his unbelief. 

Moses so sinned in the very 
midst of his life’s work that God 
would not let him go into the 
land of Canaan. 

David committed adultery and 
murder, and more than once he 
was chastised for his sins, though 
he was 
heart.” 

John the Baptist, whom Jesus 


said there was never a greater 
born of woman, fell into doubt) 
and despondency. ‘He even sent 


messengers to inquire if Jesus was 
really the Son of God as John him- 
self had already announced to the 
world that He was. 

Peter cursed and lied and denied 
Jesus. 
Paul, the great apostle, went 

to Jerusalem after the Holy 
Spirit had plainly forbidden him 
to go. And before that he and 
Barnabas had quarreled so vio- 
lently that they had broken up 
their partnership and each went 
his separate way. . 

Several men are mentioned in 
the Bible as “perfect”: for ex- 
ample, Noah (Genesis 6:9); Job 
(Job 1:1); and King Asa (I Kings 
15:14; II Chron. 15:17). But the 
word “perfeet’”’ as used there does 
not mean sinless, and we are told 
how Noah got drunk. Job later 
confessed his sins and repented 
in dust and ashes, while King Asa 
who is pronounced “perfect all his 
days,” yet eventually died when he 
was diseased in his feet 
he trusted in physicians and not 


ur 
7 


in the Lord! These men were sur- | 
and out | 


really out 
and in that sense “per- 
fect,’ but certainly not sinless. 

If the great men of the Bible 
had their sin problems, then Chris- 
tians today will find themselves 
facing the same fact of sin in their 
hearts and in their daily lives. 
There were no sinless men in Bi- 
ble times. 


rendered men. 
for God, 


Some Scriptures Explained 


The Bible does not anywhere 
teach that Christians are sinless. 
There are several Scriptures 


“a man after God’s own | 


because | 


Sinless Perfection 


which are sometimes quoted as 
teaching that one who is a child 
of God does not sin. Among them 
are the following: 


» “Whosoever abideth in him sin- 

neth not: whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither known him 
Little children, let no man de- 
ceive you: he that doeth right- 
eousness is righteous, even as he 
is righteous. He that committeth 
sin is of the devil: for the devil 
i'sinmneth from the beginning. For 
this purpose the Son of God was 
| manifested, that he might destroy 
i the works of the devil. Whosoever 
iis born of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him: 
and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God.’—I John 3:6-9. 

m know that whosoever is 
God sinneth not: but he 
that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not.’’—I John 5:18. 

Here in the King James Version 
of our Bible it is said that “whoso- 
ever abideth in him sinneth not,” 
“He that committeth sin the 
devil,” that “whosoever is born 
of God doth not commit sin” and 
that “we know that whosoever! 
is born of God sinneth not.” How- 
ever in the same book of the Bible, 
in I John 1:8, we are plainly 
told, “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” There is a 
seeming contradiction but the 
believing Bible student knows that 
seeming contradictions in God’s 
Word disappear after prayerful 
‘and careful study. And that is 
true in this case. Two facts will 
help us to understand these Scrip- 
tures rightly so that they do not 
contradict other portions of the 
sible. 

First, I John 3:9 says, “Whoso- 
ever is born of God doth not com- 
mit sin; for his seed remaineth 
in him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God.” There is a part 
of the divine nature in every born- 
again person, every child of God. 
Every Christian has a new heart 
and the part of a Christian that 
is born again does not sin. That 
is what God was telling us 
through the pen of the inspired 
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born of 
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Apostle Paul in Romans 7:15-25: 
“For that which I do I allow 
not: for what I would, that do I 
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erations of Christ and His King- 
At Faith, understanding Old 

Testament is gained through 
thorough study of the original 
detailed analysis in 
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not; but what I hate, that do I. 
If then I do which I would not, 
I consent unto the law that it 
is good. Now then it is no more 
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me. For I know that 
(that is, in my flesh,) 
no good thing: for to will is 
present with me; but how to per- 
form that which is good I find 
not. 


I do not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I do. Now if I 
do that I would not, it is no 


more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law. 
that, when I would do good, evil 
is present with me. For I delight 
in the law of God after the in- 
ward man: But I see another law 
in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of 
sin which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am! who 
Shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So 
then with the mind I myself serve 
the law of God: but with the 
flesh the law of sin.” 


Paul said in verse 17. “Now then 


’ 


in me | 
dwelleth | 


For the good that I would) 


it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me.” And 
again in verse 25 he said, “So| 
then with the mind I myself 


serve the law of God: but with the 
flesh the law of sin.” Every Chris- 


tian is two persons; one, the car-| 


nal nature that he had before 


‘is none 


his conversion and stil has, and | 


one, the new nature born of God. 
The part of a man that is born 
of God does not sin. The seed of 
God “remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin.” When the mind and 


soul of a man is born of God that | 


much is redeemed but not until 
the resurrection of our body will 
body and carnal nature be 
redeemed completely from sin. 
God’s Word 


our 


plainly says in |] 


John 1:8, “If we say that we have | 


deceive 
not 


no sin. we 
the truth 


ourselves. 
in All of 
us have sinned and do sin. But 
it also true that the child of 
God has a new nature, a part of 
him that does not want to sin, 
a part of him that does not sin. 
Literally translated I John 
would be, “He that continues in 
a course of sin is of the devil.” 
In other words, a child of God is 
born again and has a nature that 
does not love sin. If the continual. 
unchanging course of a man’s life 
is sinful, with no rebuke from 
within, then that is of the Devil. 
But God’s seed remains in every 
born-again person so that part 
of him cannot go on in sin. 

In this connection we must 
remember that none of us know 
enough to judge men’s hearts 
by their actions. We are plainly 
commanded, “Judge not, that 
not judged.” We can 
false teachers by their fruit, that 
is, by their teaching (Matt. 7:15- 
20), but we cannot judge men’s 
hearts as to whether or not they 
are saved (Matt. 7:1). I can judge 
a man’s doctrine but not his heart. 
Only God sees that. 

These passages in I John show 


is us.”’ | 


is 


all 


ye 
be 


judge | 


3:8 | 


we have before proved both Jews 
and Gentiles, that they are all 
under sin; As it is written, There 
is none righteous, no, not one: 
There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after 
God. They are-all gone out of the 
way, they are together become 
unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one.” 

Notice that that passage makes 
no distinction in the world be- 
tween saints and sinners as far 
as the fact of sin is concerned. 
The Apostle Paul said, “We have 
before proved both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, that they are ALL under 
sin” (vs. 9). Then he quotes from 
the Old Testament saying, “As it 
is written, There is NONE right- 
eous, NO, NOT ONE.” Many 
people claim to be living above sin 
and to be righteous, in fact, but the 
inspired apostle answers back that 
there none righteous, no, not 
even one person in the world, Jew 
or Gentile! That was in Old 
Testament times, and then Paul 
the Old Testament and 
puts it in the New Testament. Ii 
was still true that there was not 
a single person in the world who 
was good in the 6f being 
without and wickedness. 

Then he says, “They ALL 
gone out of the way,” and says 
again, ““There is NONE that doeth 
food, NO, NOT ONE” (vs. 12). 
Compare verses 10 and 12. There 
in a state of righteous- 
ness, that is, righteous in the 
heart. And then there is none} 
that does righteous, that is, right- | 
eous in deeds. On both counts, | 
the Holy Spirit charges that all 
men everywhere are wrong, both 


is 
true 


quotes 


sense 
sin 


= | 


in heart and life: both in thought 
and deed. In God’s sight, who 
sees the heart and deeds, there 
is not a r] Sinless man or 
woman or child in the world, NO, 
NOT ONE! 

The above verses are _  cer- 
tainly ‘emphatic in covering the 
whole human race. Notice the 
words “all” and “none.” There 
is no way to escape the charge 


that every person living is a sin- 
ner whether a saved sinner or a 
lost sinner, forgiven or unforgiven. 
All are alike at least in the fact 
of sin. We must notice, too, that 
the Scriptures do not simply say 


| that all have sinned. No, they say 


that all ARE sinners; that there 
IS none righteous; that they ARE 
all gone out of the way; that 
‘there IS none that doeth good. 
'God is speaking in the eternal 
present and says that all are 


sinners. 


'not have 


| present 


| chapter 


so now the nature is completely 
changed and that there is no in- 
dwelling sin—that the last vestige 
of inbred depravity is removed. 
Now I know that God has more 
than one blessing for us, and New 
Testament Christians often had 
a definite experience or Holy 
Spirit blessing and power besides 
conversion, but certainly they did 
the old Adamic nature 
and they did not be- 
sinless and perfect when 
were filled with the Holy 


eradicated 
come 
they 
Spirit. 
Paul 
filled 


Barnabas 
with the Holy 
that we may be sure. Acts 9:17 
tells how Paul was filled with 
the Spirit three days after his con- 
version, and Acts 13:1-4 tells how 
they fasted and prayed until the 
Holy Spirit clearly led them and 
sent them forth on their mission- 
ary journey. Yet after that Paul 
and Barnabas had sharp “conten- 
tion” and disagreement and broke 


and 


were both 
Spirit. Of 


up their evangelistic party be- 
cause of their “contention.” Their 
Sinful nature was not eradicated 
when they were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 

Paul, after he was an apostle 
and called and inspired to write 


the books of the New Testament, 
openly confessed that he was still 
sinner. He 


a said in Romans 7, 
“When I would do good, evil is 
present with me” (vs. 21), and 


again, “So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; with 
the flesh the law of sin” (vs, 25). 

Notice that Paul used the pres- 
ent tense. He was not speaking 
about past experience but about 
present experience and it is not 
dealing fair with the Word of 
God to say that Paul merely re- 
ferred to sometime in the past 
when he himself spoke im the 
tense. The Bible is in- 
spired word for word and we may 
safely take it at face value. Paul 
said what he meant and meant 
what he said. Better yet, he said 
what the Holy Spirit meant when 
he wrote the seventh chapter of 
tomans. 

The sin question was ever pres- 
ent with Paul, and again and 
again he confessed it. In the first 
of I Timothy, verse 13, 
Paul speaks with regret of how 
he “was before a blasphemer, and 
a persecutor, and injurious,” but 
says that God had given him 
mercy. Then in verse 15 he says, 


“This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 
| Christ Jesus came into the world 


'to save sinners: OF WHOM I AM 


‘ 7s, . CHIEF.” Paul deliberately said 
Holiness and Sanctification a : 
* a ; ye (that he, the apostle with past 
| The Bible has much to say about| sing already forgiven, was yet a 
|holiness and sanctification, and| sinner, and not only a sinner, but 
some people believe that holiness| ¢ye ehief of sinners! Paul said 
, . , . . . . ‘ . ’ 
means sinless perfection. But in “T AM CHIEF OF SINNERS ” 
Bible terminology it does not.| He did not say, “I WAS chief 
> . . . » 46 =.) ny , Fe . ww , 
But the i words holy and of sinners,” as he said in verse 
“sanctified” mean set apart to God 13 that he “WAS before a blas- 
or di dicated and _do not imply phemer, and persecutor, and in- 
sinless perfection. The word holy jurious.” All that he was in the 
is used many times in the Bible past: but now at the present Paul 
and about many things where the}... « sinners: of whom I AM 
idea of sinlessness eas be “ii chief.” Do not trifle, I beg you, 
ee The men WnOoO WrOLe The with the Word of CG vd. Paul wrote 
2) loa aTpD ve ) $4] f) ’ yy”? { ; - <a 
Bible’ are called — srg a Mi down just what the Holy Spint 
ot 9 ‘ot : Hie Ttelis , of 
} ‘ ] 4] ). yt | the 51D f f gave him to say and the Holy 
many S1LOS by these Same suk Spirit told him to use the present 
Moses, Da\ id, John and oTtners. tense , nd to sav that he was 
|They were men set apart for this r 


i 
} 
| 
i 
| 


that there is a part of a Christian 
that does not sin, but they do| 
not contradict plain passages in 
the same book and many other 
nassages in the Bible which show 
that every Christian does sin. 
Though the seed of God remain 
in a Christian and he is a par- 
taker of the divine nature, yet 


every Christian has the sin prob- 
lem to face. 


Bible Proof That All Sin 

There are many clear state- 
ments in the Bible that all the 
human race are sinners. Notice 
that I said ARE. There are other 
passages which say that all HAVE 
sinned, but those I have in mind 
clearly and explicitly teach that 
all people DO sin. 

After Solomon had built the 
temple at Jerusalem, he prayed 
a prayer of dedication which was 
divinely recorded and evidently 
divinely inspired. In that great 
dedication prayer Solomon said to 
God, “For there is no man that 
sinneth not” (I Kings 8:46; II 
Chron. 6:36). Solomon prayed, 
speaking about God’s people who 
should come to the temple to 
pray, and said, “There is no man 
that sinneth not.” 

In Romans 3:9-12 it is stated in 
most emphatic language that 
every person in the world, both 
Jew and Gentile, is under sin 
and that there is none that doeth 
good. 

“What then? 
than they? No, 


are we better 
in no wise: for 


work by the Lord and dedicated to 
it, but they were not sinless men. 


The Bible tells us that “holy 
women” adorned themselves, 
obeying their husbands (1 Pet. 
3:5) and gives Sarah as an ex- 
ample, though the Bible reveal! 
some of Sarah’s sins. Israel is 
‘alled “an holy nation” (Exod 
19:6) though it could not be that 
the whole nation was without sin. 


Even inanimate objects and places 
are called holy. Jerusalem is the 
“Holy City.” Mount Zion is called 
a “holy mountain.” Sacrifices 
dedicated to God are called “holy 
unto the Lord.’ Holiness, then, 
does not mean sinlessness, but 
merely dedicated or set apart for 
the Lord’s work. All of us ought to 
be sanctified or dedicated to God 


and surrendered to Him, but we 
ought not to claim sinless per- 
fection, which we certainly dco 


not have. 


Baptism or Filling of the Holy 
Spirit Did Not Bring Sinless 
Perfection 

Some earnest Christians believe | 
that when one is baptized or filled | 
with the Holy Spirit, the sinful) 
nature is eradicated. They some- | 
times speak ofa “second definite 
work of grace” and “the second 
blessing,’”’ Meaning that as their 
sins were forgiven at conversion! 


still the chief of sinners. Paul was 
not sinless and perfect and never 


claimed to be 

In fact, Paul referred to this 
matter repeatedly by divine in- 
spiration, and his testimony was 
always the same. 


In the third chapter of Philip- 
pians, Paul said that he had suf- 
fered the loss of all things for 
Christ’s sake, and verses 10 to 14 
say: 

(Continued on page 12) 


UNDER 80? 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


Yes, you can still have Old 
Line Legal Reserve Life In- 
surance (non-assessable) if 
you’re in good health. Now 
both men and women can 
get a $1,000 policy to pay 
the last expenses without 
burdening the family. Han- 
dled entirely by mail—low 
monthly rates. Send name, 
address, age to: 
SECURITY LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA 


127-L East Grant Street 
Minneapolis 3, Minn. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 25, 1960 


The Deception of Sinless Perfection 


(Continued from page 11) 


“That I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death; 
if by any means I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead. 
Not as though I had already at- 
tained, either were already per- 
fect: but I follow after, if.that I 
may apprehend that for which also 
I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Paul says that-he is not already 
perfect (vs. 12). In verse 13 he 
says, “Brethren, I count not my- 
self to have apprehended.” Instead 
of claiming sinless perfection, Paul 
simply said, “I press TOWARD 
the mark” (vs. 14). Paul con- 
stantly aimed at sinless perfection 
but had never apprehended it. He 
tried to live as if already he was 
resurrected from the dead, but he 
never attained it! He earnestly 
tried to know Christ perfectly, to 
have all the power of His resur- 
rection, to have fellowship in all 
His sufferings, to let self die, even 
as Jesus died on the cross, but 
Paul knew that he never had 
attained that which he _ sought. 
Perhaps no man ever sought sin- 
less perfection like Paul did, but 
the best that even Paul could do 
was to press forward toward the 


mark that he had never yet 
attained. 
Brethren, so let us do, but do 


not let us count ourselves better 


than Paul or others. 
John the beloved. disciple was 
filled with the Holy Ghost at 


Pentecost and then again in Acts 
4:31. Yet those experiences did 
not result in sinless perfection 
for him and he was inspired of 
God to write, when an old, old 
man, the last apostle left alive, 
“If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us” (I John 1:8). 
The “we” there included the be- 
loved John himself, and notice 
that he used the present tense. He 
could not say that he had no 
sin unless he deceived himself, and 
neither may we. 


Self Deception 


There is great danger of self 
deception on the matter of sin. 
That is the reason that the be- 


loved John was inspired to warn} 


us, “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves.” This 
is a constant temptation of our 


hearts, that is, to deceive our- 
selves about our sins. Lost men 
often claim that they are very 


moral and fine. The Pharisee who 
stood in the temple and prayed, 
thanked God that he was not 
as other men were, even as that 
publican, and he boasted to the 
God who made him of how he 
paid tithes and fasted and prayed 
and paid his debts! That same 
wickedness of the human heart 
that excused itself, that hides and 
covers over sin, that exalts self, 
is carried over with the rest of 
the carnal nature in the child of 
God. We are told, “The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know 
it?” (Jer. 17:9). That speaks not 
alone of the heart of the un- 
regenerate, but of the heart also 
of the child of God who yet 
abides in the flesh and must yet 
deal with the carnal nature. 

Sinless perfection! What a 
wicked and blasphemous claim it 
is for any man or woman to say 
that they have no sin. That claim 
itself is but a proof of the sin 
that ever abides in the wicked 
nature of this flesh, and which 
will never be removed in a living 
child of God until we are caught 
up to be with Christ and our 
bodies will be redeemed. The very 
fact that men should seek such 
glory for themselves as to be 
counted sinless or perfect is an 
indication that they are yet mor- 
tal, yet weak, and deceived by 
Satan, yet subject to sin. 

We may be sure of this: When 
the last of sin is gone, then the 
marks and fruits of sin will be 
gone, too. Why should men claim 
to be sinless and yet need to wear 
eyeglasses, or yet have headaches, 
or indigestion, or walk with a 
cane? Why should men who never 
sin .expect to die, since death 


comes only as the wages of sin? 
As long as men are frail and fail- 
ing in body, and imperfect in 
mind, that long we may be sure 
they are not yet made perfect and 
sinless, 

The claim of sinless perfection 
is a wicked claim which actually 
leads into many sins. I recall that 
I preached on the subject of sin 
in a revival in Greenville, Texas, 
in 1934. The next morning a man 
who did not attend the service 
but who saw my sermon subject 
announced in the paper, rebuked 
me on the street for preaching 
that a child of God sins. He said, 
“Why, Brother Rice, do you sin?” 
I answered with regret that I 
did. Then he _ said_ scornfully, 
“Aren’t you ashamed of yourself, 
you a preacher, and yet you say 
you sin?” 

“Yes,” I said, “I am ashamed 
of myself. I ought not to sin, but 
I do. Every day I confess my sins 
to God and ask Him to forgive me 
and He cleanses me anew. Now 
aren’t you ashamed of yourself?” 

He looked up in some surprise 
and said, “I? What have I to be 
ashamed of? What have I done?” 

I answered, “You have acted 
the hypocrite. You have set your- 
self up as a judge of other Chris- 
tians. You claim to be sinless and 
perfect and better than I am, and 
yet when I come to your town 
to have a great revival where 
thousands come to hear the Gos- 
pel and many. are being saved, 
you do not even care enough to 
come. Instead, you stay away 


from the revival and talk about 
the preacher and do what you can 
to hinder people from coming. 
When I was winning souls last 
night, you stayed at home with 
no concern as to whether they 
went to Hell or not. You ought 
to be ashamed of yourself. You 
ought to get down and confess 
before God, ‘Lord, I am a hypo- 
crite, passing judgment on others 
and deceiving myself about my 
own goodness. While others win 
souls, I go about boasting of my 
goodness and criticizing those who 
are winning more souls than I 
do.” You have deceived yourself.” 

This wicked claim of sinless per- 
fection keeps people from learning 
the Bible. Such people cannot be 
taught. They already know more, 
they think, than anybody who 
does not claim to be sinless and 
perfect. They do not have as much 
conscience as the Pharisees who 
brought to Jesus the woman taken 
in adultery, for when Jesus said, 
“He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at 
her.” The Pharisees slunk away. 
Instead, one who has deceived 
himself in saying that he has no 
sin, feels perfectly safe in cast- 
ing stones at others. This sin of 
claiming to be perfect and sinless 
leads to arrogance, pride, a criti- 
cal spirit and self praise, and a 
closed mind about scriptural truth. 
It is a sad, but often observed 
fact, that the one who for a time 
claims to be sinless and perfect 
often later falls into grossest of 
sins and immorality—not inten- 
tionally, of course, but Satan, by 
deceiving one about his sins, 
throws the Christian off guard and 
gets in his deadly work. No Chris- 
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other year. Have you tried these 
Bible Crossword Puzzles? 


“From My Kitchen Window” 
Proving Very Popular 

Everywhere I go good women 
come to tell me how they rejoice 
in the corner for wives and moth- 
ers written by my daughter, Mrs. 
Jessie Rice Sandberg. 

If good women readers have not 
formed the habit of reading “From 
My Kitchen Window,” we hope 
you will try it and find the great 
blessing that is coming to thou- 
sands through it. 


New Printing of “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” Needed 
for India 
January 4-22 I am to be 


They ask if we could arrange to 
have new printings in three lan- 
guages for people who will be at- 
tending these meetings and for the 
Christian workers to take home 
with them. I have written -that 
they may plan for 50,000 copies 


tian is ever safe from terrible 

temptations unless he constanly 

recognizes his weakness and begs 

for mercy and help from God. 
—The End— 


in 

India for a revival campaign and r 
Bible conference sponsored by fun- | | 
damental missionaries and Chris-|' 
tian workers. Brethren there la-|/ 
ment the fact that former print- |! 
ings of the booklet, “What Must I} 
Do to Be Saved?” in several lan- || 
guages in India are now exhausted. | | 


each in three different languages. 
I think we will need $250 to pay 
for these. 


Will you prayerfully see if God 
wants you to help in this great 
need for free literature? Thou- 
sands have been saved through 
foreign language editions of this 
little booklet. Does somebody fee! 
led to provide that $250 for India 
right away? Address THE Sworp 
OF THE LorRD, Box 420, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


THE LORD IS WORKING 
inte HOLY LAND 


A WAIF 
A WAIL 
and 


to alleviate the suffering of the 
Lord’s little “lambs” in Israel. 


Our obligation towards these neecy 
ones is increasing. 


Who will help us nurture the chil- 
dren in the Gospel? 
HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. SL, Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


In an atmosphere of Christian belief, all 
phases of education take on depth and 
clarity. At Shelton College, the liberal! arts 
are emphasized in the context of the Word 
of God. Dedicated faculty apply the truth 
of Scripture in all areas of educational 
experience. The result is young men and 
women sure in their faith, intellectually 
able to meet challenges of modern life 
in both secular and religious endeavor. 


For 1961-62, Shelton College is making 
available special scholarships intended to 
stimulate participation in Christian edu- 
cation in the liberal-arts. At Shelton you 
will find 16 major fields from which to 
choose; broad opportunities for spiritual, 
mental, and physical development; and all 
the color and variety of traditional col- 


lege life. 


Shelton College is fully accredited™by the 
New Jersey State Board of Education. Its 
affiliation with the American and Interna- 
tional Councils of Christian Churches indi- 
cates its desire to maintain and promote 
historic Protestant Christianity. 


By returning the coupon below, you open 
the door to education with a plus—educa- 
tion honoring the Word of God. You may 
be one of a number of future students at 
Shelton receiving a special scholarship 
under the new program. But you must act 
before February 1, 1961. Scholarships are 
available on a first come basis. Mail the 
coupon ‘today and take the. first step 
toward liberal arts education in the Chris- 


tian tradition. 


At Shelton College professor and student honor God’s Word 


RUSS HOMEN 


Name 


Dr. Clyde J. Kennedy 
president 

SHELTON COLLEGE 
ringwood, new jersey 

Please send me free infermation 

about SC and*your special 

scholarship program for 1961-62. 
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